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Xunzi’s Politicized and Moralized
Philosophy of Language:
A Systematic Interpretation, Reconstruction,
Comparison and Comments

Chen, Bo’

Abstract

Xunzi offers a classfication of names, in which he discusses the
membership or inclusion relations among the things to which namesrefer. In this
regard Xunzi’ s thought is at least six centuries ahead of Porphyry’s. He suggests
the principle and process of “the establishment of names by socia conventions
and customs,” highlights the sociality, conventionality, and coerciveness of
names, and refers to the division of linguistic labor. He discusses the cognitive
and communicative functions of names, but places more emphasis on their socidl,
political, and mora functions. He states that the similarities and differences
among cognitive objects provide the ontological basis for regulating names; the
sensation and cognition of such similarities and differences provide the
epistemologica basis. He expounds some essentia regquirements for regulating
names, and analyzes three categories of errors about names and the refutations of
them. He aso investigates the position and functions of hames in the system of
argumentation. In short, Xunzi develops a rather systematic theory of names, in
which there are some outstanding and illuminating insights. These insights are
still alivein contemporary philosophy of language, and could be used to broaden
and deepen our understanding of names, and of language more generaly. His
theory of names obviously acknowledges socia conventionalism, its most
prominent characteristic is politicization and mordization, and its distinct
internal limitation is that it does not pay much attention to the epistemological
and logical aspects for regulating names, resulting in limited contribution to the
study of names in these aspects.
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