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A Study on the Characteristics of Personal
Pronoun Usage in Poems of Cao P1 and Cao Zhi:
Reviewing the Theory of “Suppress Cao Pi and
Exalt Cao Zh1” from the Perspective of Choice and
Use of Personal Pronouns in “Character
Representation” Poems

Lee, Hsi-chen

Abstract

The usage of the Chinese personal pronoun has always been an important
issue that has received considerable attention from scholars in the field of the
Chinese grammar. This essay explores personal pronouns in poems written by
Cao Pi and Cao Zhi and discusses their usage primarily by examining the
structure of their poems, an approach which from traditional grammatical
analysis.

Personal pronouns appear in over half of Cao Pi’s and Cao Zhi’s extant
poems. Several poems use more than one personal pronoun. One reason for this
may lie in the face that their poems belong mainly to either yuefu or the ancient
style of poetry and they were influenced by folk songs and the vernacular.
Actually, the two poets didn’t only mimic former styles, they also created new
stylistic features that relate to the thought and expression of themselves as
authors, the artistic features in the structure of the poems, and readers’
explanation and evaluation of the poems.

This essay discusses several poems in which specific personal pronouns
were used and focuses on their usage. Moreover, it seeks to identify the
similarities and differences between the two brothers’ poems. It is hoped that this
essay will contribute to our understanding of the relationship between the two
brothers and their poetry.

Keywords: Cao Pi, Cao Zhi, personal pronoun, suppress Cao Pi and exalt Cao
Zhi, character representation poetry

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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