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History as the History of Thought:
The Meaning and Limitation of
Collingwood’s Thesis
Shi, Weimin”

Abstract

Collingwood’s famous statement that all history is the history of thought
is analyzed in this paper. It is argued that, for Collingwood, to understand
history is to re-enact the historical agent’s thought; that is, the valid practical
reasoning through which the agent determines his actions. As a consequence,
some states of affairs that are generally regarded as objects of the historical
narrative are thereby excluded from the horizon of historical understanding.

Keywords: Collingwood, re-enactment, history
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