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The Early Qing Political Process
and the Historical Significance of Regulating
Immigrants Domicile Registration

in Taiwan
Li, Wen-liang®

Abstract

Early Qing policies on the governance of Taiwan has been regarded as a
important issue for nearly one hundred years, ever since Ind Yoshinori first
started researching it. Since then, similar studies have emerged massively;
however, scholars rarely examine the practical issues regarding the domicile of
Han immigrants from South China to Taiwan and how the administration of
those areas from which inhabitants had left influenced policies on the
governance of Taiwan.

In Kangxi 51 (1712), the first regulation of immigrants domicile
registration in Taiwan was recorded in Qing huidian shili (Qing Institutions
and Laws). Discussing this regulation would allow us to re-establish how Qing
administration processed the regulation and thus ascertain its historical
significance.

The regulation of immigrants domicile instituted between Kangxi 50-59
resulted from attempts by Qing Administration to regularize Taiwan society,
which had been transformed by the influx of immigrants and plain cultivating
at the same time, some thirty years after Qing took control of Taiwan in
Kangxi 22 (1683). Meanwhile, a group of bureaucratic magistrates and local
elites in the Fujian Zhangpu territory were influential in Taiwan affairs and
policies, even though they were not directly involved in the governing of
Taiwan. Different from the mainstream policies, their insight on Taiwan
influenced Taiwan affairs from the Zhu Yigui Rebellion in late Kangxi period,
up to the Yongzheng period.

Keywords: Taiwan history during the Qing dynasty, domicile, policies on the
governance of Taiwan, Han immigrants, quasi-geopolitical group
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