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Wuse (4 &,): An Important Critical Concept
of the Chinese Lyric Tradition

Zhang, Jing’

Abstract

This paper attempts to explore the formation of the term wuse (4 &, the
appearances of things) as a concept of literary theory, which first appeared in
Liu Xie’s Wen Xin Diao Long (3{Gf#E%E). For a long time, critics have
confused the concepts of wuse and ganwu (&4, stirring-and-response), and
overlooked the important role that wuse played in the development of the
Chinese lyric tradition. By comparing ways of looking at scenery and poets’
attitude towards scenery in ganwu poetry and landscape poetry, the paper tries
to make a distinction between these two critical concepts. Furthermore, by
tracing the use of the word se () in ancient literature, the author finds that
Buddhist Phenomenalism seems to have triggered the sense of “scenery” in
this word. The paper analyzes the relationship between this sense of “scenery”
in se and the concept of wuse, and demonstrates the significance of the concept
of wuse in Chinese literary criticism.

Keywords: wuse, ganwu, se (Riipa in Buddhism), phenomenalism, lyric tradition

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Chinese Studies, National University of Singapore.
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