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Ritual Play in Greek Religion = > =19 [{2 [“Iﬁl P~ FAfs ?F[‘JF‘F[ :
As we have seen in examining divine prototypes of dance and festivity, a
lack of clear distinction between divine and mortal is part of a playful
fiction recognized by philosophers, poets, and artists that gods and
humans interact in divinely sanctioned assemblies taking place under the
eyes of the gods. The belief was vital in archaic Greece when the chorus
represented a principal means of bringing about intervention in human
affairs. The fiction was achieved in part through the dramatic nature of
the cult dance that involved the impersonation of the god and the
enactment of divine or heroic myth in a designated sacred space in cults
and at civic celebrations such as the Panathenaea, ...the principal festival
of the Athenians that had its beginnings in the dancing and singing of the

young. "
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Taoist Philosophical Naturalism
and the Culture of Chu

Kuang Mei”

Abstract

This paper argues that the Taoist tradition of philosophical naturalism was
an indigenous outgrowth of the southern culture of Chu, thus disputing the
long-lived legend about its founder, Lao Dan, being steeped in the learning of
Zhou in the north. Its development is seen as a humanistic movement charting
a course of distinctive philosophical wisdom, steering clear of the Scylla of
archaic religiosity and the Charybdis of Confucian moralism.

Keywords: ancient religions, cosmological thought, Laozi, Zhuangzi,
Taoist philosophical naturalism
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