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3 Chang, Eileen. “Chinese Life and Fashions.” The XXth Century 4 (Jan 1943): 54-61;
“Still Alive.” The XXth Century 4 (June 1943): 432-438; “Demons and Fairies.” The XXth
Century 5 (Dec 1943): 421-429.

4 “I’ve suggested, our present--indeed, any present--can be nothing more than a minimal
unity that I call the everyday that has organized the experience of modernity.[...]What
distinguishes modernity is consciousness of time and how it relates its present to both past
and present.” Harootunian, Harry. History’s Disquiet: Modernity, Cultural Practice, and
the Question of Everyday Life (New York: Columbia University Press, 2000), 18.
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5 “[T]he present became the primary and privileged temporality--against which all other
moments would be measured[...]The now of everydayness would stand in a dialectical
relationship to the past that it would construct.” Harootunian, Harry. History’s Disquiet:
Modernity, Cultural Practice, and the Question of Everyday Life, 3

6 FBih . (RAAFETFTAFATRE TRIFA, ) CGEREEH : REAET)

(i ik » 2006) » B 21-22 -

7 “[E]ach present is empty, vacated of meaning at the moment it arrives.[...]The ruined
historical landscape is in the same state as the modernity of things.[...]all collective
remembrance, all ‘voluntary memory,’ is made for protecting the self from shock, those
projectilelike events regularly discharged by modernity. By incorporating the events into
history, it is the purpose of tradition to level out and smooth the rugged edges, ease the
sudden starts, and naturalize the historical productions.” Harootunian, Harry. History’s
Disquiet: Modernity, Cultural Practice, and the Question of Everyday Life, 18-19.
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8 “I think that the text of the Amalects, in letter and spirit, supports and enriches our
[Westerners’] own quite recently emerging vision of man as a ceremonial being.”
Fingarette, Herbert. Confucius: The Secular as Sacred (Long Grove: Waveland
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9 “We are least like anything else in the world when we do not treat each other as physical
objects, as animals or even as subhuman creatures to be driven, threatened, forced,
maneuvered. Looking at these ‘ceremonies’ through the image of /i, we realize that
explicitly sacred rite can be seen as an emphatic, intensified and sharply elaborated
extension of everyday civilized intercourse.” Fingarette, Herbert. Conficius: The Secular
as Sacred, 11. " HRATA YR E 1 Epag ik K £ 538% » RIMABAT e s i
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13 “[Cleremony is a conventionalized practice [...... ].” Fingarette, Herbert. Confucius: The
Secular as Sacred, 63. 353 R 4F3 ¢ TR A —AERG TR | c FRREFE - H
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cope with the meaning of life rather than its physical realities man has always begun by
apprehending that meaning not in the form of an abstract conception about this life but in
the form of a narrative of events in some way parallel to it. This parallel world may be
told of as concurrent with the present but going on in a different realm (Heaven, Mount
Olympus).[...]The interaction of the ‘other’ realm and our own represents the way in
which the meaning of our life both transcends and also is embodied in the day-to-day
events of this life.” Fingarette, Herbert. Confucius: The Secular as Sacred, 65-66. " % f#
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23 All production immediately falls into ruin,[...... JAIl events necessarily bear a trace, a
mark, an inscription, and hence an indication that it has passed into the past.”
Harootunian, Harry. History’s Disquiet: Modernity, Cultural Practice, and the Question
of Everyday Life 18.
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Memory, History, and Gossip:
Re-reading Zhang Ailing
Hoyan, Carole Hang-fung’

Abstract

Zhang Ailing says that the core of her works is to employ the technique of
“contrasting differences” to “portray the kinds of memories left behind by
humanity through each and every historical epoch.” What is the nature of these
memories? The aim of this paper is to investigate Zhang’s reflections on
memory and history through a close reading of her texts, so as to re-examine
Zhang’s link with tradition. This paper holds that Zhang’s works show a vision
of history from the angle of everyday life and also convey both a respect and a
lingering love for tradition. Zhang treasures the passing-on of experiences,
holding that in face of modernity’s lack of time and ravaged culture, only
“ancient memory” can bring peace and security. To Zhang, history represents
“communal memories.” The memories preserved through concrete daily
practices form tradition, which Zhang views as the invisible “tissues of a living
past” in everyday life. This paper will show that Zhang is an individual
pondering on the cultural clashes between the East and the West. What her
works show is, instead of a protest against tradition, a sadness for not being able
to return to it.

The re-reading of Zhang in this paper will start from her cultural criticisms
published in The XXth Century, considering also her other essays and short
stories. The paper consists of four parts: The first part is an introduction. The
second part “Ancient Memories” analyzes Zhang’s views on the relationship
between memory and tradition. The third part “Zhang’s Outlook on History”
investigates Zhang’s dialectical reflections on history and modern civilization.
Her concerns with cultural sediments and the passing-on of past experiences are
highlighted through a parallel reading of her and Benjamin. The fourth part
“Tidy Order” presents Zhang’s struggle between her admiration for a tidy order,
and her pain for not being able to return to it.
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