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The Emergence of the Copula Shi from

the Perspective of Information Structure
Chow, Kwok-ching’

Abstract

This article is not focused on the dating of shi’s emergence as a copula;
rather, it illustrates how shi has changed from a deictic substitute to a copula
from the perspective of information structure, bringing in the consideration of
pragmatics. This article also provides an integral explanation on the various
functions of ski as a deictic substitute, a copula, and the conditions of its usage.

Keywords: shi, copula, information structure, marked
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