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The Knowledge of Philosophy as
Appropriated by Max Scheler

KWAN Wing Chung *

Abstract

Taking “philosophy” as the focal point of reflection, Scheler puts forward a
general view of philosophy as being a kind of knowledge which originates itself from
one’s wonder about nature, thus leading one to an inquiry into the essence of
everything and finally into the ultimate foundation of all things as a totality. Scheler
also emphasizes the idea of “autonomy” as being a typical characteristic of a
philosopher who relies on his reasoning alone to criticize and to systematize. Scheler
also highlights the fact that philosophy has its social dimension, which means that
philosophy is supported and influenced by the community. Of all the influences from
the society, those from domestic policy even have special impacts upon the minds of

the philosophers.

Keywords: Philosophy, Wonder, Essence, Being, Autonomy

* Professor, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University.
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I 3= (r@ib ¢ 8) h2 agtd > & Gesammelte Werke > Vol.8(Bern : A.Francke

Verlag » 1960) > pp.16-190. 2 & ¥4 £ 5 Max Scheler, Problems of a Sociology of
Knowledge, Translated by Manfred S. Frings. Edited with an Introduction by Kenneth W.
Stlkkers(London Routledge&Kegan Paul > 1980). 4 ~ #7131 i~ F #cfi p m¥Fx » 3

& 1§ # 1% Sociology of Knowledge.

2 Scheler > Sociology of Knowledge,p.78. % *'1‘3}5“‘ » Fegs | (Knowledge/Wisdom)— §% >
l?]ﬁék‘ Eds g TamAr A E | s REEd z&mu* TREE- R B PR

Z'rﬁiﬁ‘v-*‘ 2 TH G R (Ontologlcal Relationship) + /b2 7 T 2% ~ 474 ~
H ¢; # 5 & F@4f 8 o Cf. Max Scheler,”The Form of Knowledge and Culture”, in
Max Scheler, Philosophical Perspectives(Boston : Beacon Press,1958) » pp.39-42.
3 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.78,”Second, it is the much more spiritual feeling of
astonishment (Bavpc&(v) that functions as the foundation for a new type of
knowledge...... any object...... can evoke this astonishment...... under one condition :
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such an object must be grasped as an exemplification and representative of an ideal type,

of an essence....... If this question is directed to the existence and essential structure of a
world as a whole, ‘metaphysical’ astonishment has been reached.”
4  Ibid.
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7  Scheler » Sociology of Knowledge > p.78 » ”As an intentional feeling it (thaumazin) must
be distinguished sharply from all stupor affects, such as fright, bewilderment, amazement,
astonishment, etc., as well as from all impulses for safeguarding, securing, and saving.
Any object, including a most known and familiar one, can evoke this astonishment—but
only under one condition : such an object must be grasped as an exemplification and
representative of an ideal type, of an essence.”

SR

9  Scheler » Sociology of Knowledge,p.78,”In other words,such an object is then not related
to its spatio-temporal, immediate and mediate environment,to what philosophy refers as
‘secondary causes’, but is present to the questioning mind : why, how, and for what is
‘something like this’ there ‘at all’, and not not there?”
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10 E.g., Scheler, ”The Forms of Knowledge and Culture”,p.37.

11 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge,p.78, - B 314, .
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ke A F o CfMertin Heidegger, Introduction to Metaphysics, Tranlated by Ralph
Manheim (New Haven&London : Tale University Press,1959),p.1

13 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge,p.78

14 E.g. Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge,p.78

15 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.78,”This act of astonishment and its accompanying
feelings are the lasting source of all seeking for metaphysical knowledge,as Aristotle
clearly recognized.”

16  Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.78,”...... the object of concern,as representative of its
ideal type of essence,is related directly and immediately to a causa prima.”
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17  Alfred North Whitehead, Process and Reality(Corrected Edition)(New York : Free
Press,1971).

18 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.94,”...... metaphysics is by necessity tired to a person
or borne by so-called ‘schools’ of metaphysical wisdom which group themselves
around a person .Furthermore, metaphysics belongs essentially to a cultural field and even
is tied often to the specific than are the international disciplines of science with their
divisions.”
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19 E.g.Max Scheler, On the Eternal in Man. Translated by Bernard Noble(Hamden : Archon
Book,reprinted,1972),pp.69-70 ; Max Scheler, ”Vom Wesen der Philosophie und der
moralischen Bedingung des philosophischen Erkennens.”(® #) ¢ i d > <#h PP H a4
B2 AT ERBag ikt a8 F, (§ &g k) (Vom Umsturz der Werte)(% % :

272 1§ Ak 1996),pp.236-237.

20 Scheler,<@h 4 & A B 2 475 3230 g 48 1% 2>p.243.

21 Scheler, On the Eternal in Man, p.70,”...... autonomous philosophy,i.e. philosophy which
seeks and finds its essence and principle exclusively through itself, in itself and its
constitution.”

22 Ibid, p.71

23 Ibid, pp.70-71 ; Scheler, <gh 47 & e A B 2 47 8 (28 g 40 1% #>,p.235.

24 Ernest W. Ranly, Scheler's Phenomenology of Community (The Hague : Martinus Nijhoff,
1966), p.12.

25 Ibid,” Any Practical orientation of knowledge can only follow this perfectly free
autonomous investigation of being and values.”
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33 Scheler, On the Eternal in Man, p.250.
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36 i * Ernest Ranly 2 3 3% : ”He (Scheler) stated that man is not free to choose whether or
not he wants to develop a metaphysical idea and a metaphysical awareness. ... It belongs
to the very essence of man to have the sphere of an absolute being before his thinking
consciousness. ... Thus, man can refuse to make for himself a clear idea of the absolute;
he can even fill up the emptiness of his heart for the infinite with finite goods——money,
country, a loved one . In this case, he creates an ‘idol’ for himself.” Ranly, Scheler’s
Phenomenology of Community, p.14.
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