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Sociology of Culture asthe
Background of Scheler’s Sociology of
Knowledge
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Abstract

Before presenting the main contents of his sociology of knowledge, Scheler first
highlights a brief outline of his sociology of culture as its background. His sociology
of culture can be divided into two main parts, namely, the sociology of the real factors,
and the sociology of the ideal factors. The former deals with such topics as blood-
community, politics, and economics, etc. Whereas, the latter concentrates itself on the
three main branches of knowledge i.e., religion, philosophy, and science. Scheler
then equates “the sociology of the ideal factors’ with his “sociology of knowledge’.
In such away, he manages to situate his “sociology of knowledge” within the context

of his“sociology of culture”.
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(Max Scheler, 1874-1928)

(Wilhedm Jerusdem) (‘Soziologie des
Erkenntnis, 1909) 2
(Two Parts)
(Part One) (Sociology of Culture)
(Part Two) (Sociology of Knowledge)
1 Gesammelte Werke, Vol.8 (Bern: A. Francke
Verlag, 1960), pp.16-190. Max Scheler, Problems of a Sociology of Knowledge,

Trandated by Manfred S. Frings. Edited with an Introduction by Kenneth W. Stikkers.
(London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1980).

Sociology of Knowledge.
2 Cf. Kenneth W. Strikkers, “ Introduction” , in Scheler, Sociology of Knowldege, p.23.
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(Formd Problems) (Méaterid Problems)

(Externd Horizon)

3 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.33.
4 [bid., p.34.
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Effectiveness of |ded and Red Factors)
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(Sociology of Culture)
(Cultura Sociology) (Sociology of Ided Factors)

5 Ibid., pp. v, 31, 33.
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(Ontologicd Basi)
7

- (Attributes)
(GeistISpirit) (Drang/Vita Drive)

o (Collective Being)
(Group Spirit) (Group Soul)

o (Ided Fectors)
(Group Constiousness)

(Superdructure)

6 Ibid., p.35, “Therefore, a spiritua theory of a man is a necessary presupposition for cultural
sociology, and an instinct-drive theory of man is anecessary presupposition for the sociology
of real factors.”

7 Ibid., p.35.
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e (Red Factors)
(Organic Development)

(Vital Drive)
(Substructure)
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(Individua Being) (
) -
(GeistSpirit) (DrangNitd Drive)®
9
i)
(Intellect) (Will) 10

8 Max Scheler, Mans Place in Nature (New York: Noonday Press, 1962), pp.56-70.
Die Stellung des Menschen im Kosmos(Darmstadt: Reichl, 1928)

9 Psuche (Life Principle)
Marcus Aurelius(A.D. 121-180), Meditations 5-12
(Nous/Mind) (Psuche/Soul) (Somal/Body) (St. Paul, the
Apostle, A.D.£10-+67) (I Thessalonians,5:32)
(PneumalMind) (Psuché/Soul) (SomalBody)
(Spirit) (Body)

(Group Soul)(e.g. Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.69)
(Drang)

10 Scheler, Man's Place in Nature, pp.66-67.
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0 /

12
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< (Vitdlization of Spirit)

(Spiritudlization of Vital Drive)™*

11 Ibid., p.56.
12 Ibid., p.66
13 Ibid., p.69
14 Ibid., p.671

11
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17
(Formal Problems) (2™ Axiom)
18
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15 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.35.
16 Ibid., p.70

(Geist) (p.70) Group-Mind
Mind  Spirit
17 (Alfred Schutz)
( 1997 ) p.12,
(Realfaktoren
) (Ideafaktoren )

(the Spiritua Stream)
18 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, pp.68-70
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19  Ibid., pp.36-39.
20 Ibid., p.37.
21 Ibid., p.39.
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22 Ibid., pp.40-46.
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23 Ibid., p.34.
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24 Ibid., p.Al.
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25
(a posteriori Sociology) (a priori Sociology)
@
(Empirical Science)
(Empiricd Induction)
(Society/Gesellschaff)
(Community/Gemeinschaff) 2
(Gesellschaff) (Artificid Contract)
(Gemeinschaff)
(Organic) (Co-fedings) (Co
experience) (Organic Principles)
(Mass)
(Indtitutiona)
(Gemeinschaff)
@
(Exigentid Insght)
25 Ibid., p.34.
26 Ferdinand Tonnies) Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft

(1887), English Trandation, Community and Society. Trans. by Charles Loomis (New
York: Harper & Row, 1963)
cf. Stikkers, “Introduction”, in Scheler Sociology of Knowledge, p.7.
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(Universal Essence)
(a priori)

(a priori Cognitiond Sructure)

(a priori Condition of

Posshility)
@ § " (BExigentid Living-ThroughvErleben) (i)
(Exigtentid Insight)
i ” w27
iy
(Method
of Intuition)
(Spiritud  Seeing/er-
schauen)28

27 Max Scheler, “Phenomenology and the Theory of Cognition”, in Max Scheler, Selected
Philosophical Essays (Evanston: Northwestern Univ. Press, 1973), pp.137-138.

28 Scheler, “Phenomenology and the Theory of Cognition”, p.137.
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)
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( /Diachronic
Structure )
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29 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, pp57, 62.
30 /bid., pp.40, 80.
31 Ihid.
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32 Max Scheler, “The Forms of Knowledge and Culture”, in Max Scheler, Philosophical
Perspectives(Boston : Beacon Press, 1958), p.42.
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a (SensbleVdue)
B (Vita Vdue)
Y (Menta Vaue)
0 (Sacred Vdue)
a —_— (Agreegble vs.

33 “Ibid.”, pp.41, 43,

34 Max Scheler, Formalism in Ethics and Non-Formal Ethics of Values (Evanston:
Northwestern Univ. Press, 1973), pp.105-109; Max Scheler, “Ordo Amoris’, in Max
Scheler, Selected Philosophical Essays (Evanston: Northwestern Univ. Press, 1973),
pp.105-109.
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Disagreesble) (Pleasure vs. Pain)
(Pleasant vs. Unpleasant) (Pleasing vs. Displeasing)
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(Loving vs Hating) ()
(Spiritud Joy vs. Sorrow)  ( ) (Pleesing vs. Displessing)
(Assent vs. Disent) (Respect vs. Disrespect) (Sympeathy
vs. Averson)
(i.e Mentd Vdue>Vitd Vadue>Sensble
Vdueeg. (Hero)
(Geniug) (Sege)
o —_— (Sacred Vaue) (Religious Vaue)
(Absolute Vaue)
(Blissfulness vs. Despair) (Sacred vs.
Profane) (Devine Presence vs. Divine Remoteness)
(Consecutive Vaue) (Ritua Vaue) (Symbalic
Value) (Faith vs. Lack of
Faith) (Adoration vs. Desacration) (Fascinosum Vs.

Tremendum) (Consolation vs. Desolation)
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35 Scheler, Formalism in Ethics, p.49.
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v (Ethos)

41 Ibid., pp.97-99.

42 Scheler, “Ordo Amoris’, p.100,”"Whoever has the ordo amoris of a man has the man
himself.”

Kenneth Stikkers cf. Stikkers, "Introduction”, in Scheler,
Sociology of Knowledge, pp17-18.

“lbid.”, p.17, “One is aware of the co-givenness of values prior to their givenness to his
intimate self. Thus Scheler maintains that the ‘we’ (Collective Sdlf) is prior to the ‘I’
(Intimate Self).”

45 *“lbid.”, “The co-givenness of values, then, is the very foundation for the possibility of our
collective existence.”
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46 Scheler, Formalism in Ethics, p.519.

47 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.67-68 ; Stikkers, " Introduction”, in Scheler, Sociology
of Knowledge, pp27-28.

48 Scheler, Sociology of Knowledge, p.48; Stikkers, " Introduction”, in Scheler, Sociology of
Knowledge, p21.
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Ibid., pp. 57, 62.

Ibid., p. 35.
Ibid., pp. 58-59.
Ibid., p. 58.
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56 Ibid., p. 62.
57 Ibid., p.59.
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60 Ibid., pp.157-182.
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