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The Problem of Objects of Cognition
in Plato’s Analogy of the Line

Ho, Hua-kuei *

Abstract

This article takes the analogy of the Line in Plato’s Republic as an example, and
deals with the relation between objects and cognitive status. In some important
interpretations, scholars (e.g. Ludwig C. H. Chen and Julia Annas) attempt to assign
four different objects to four sections of the Line. And, Chen further considers the
ontological difference of objects as the basis of epistemology in the analogy of the
Line. However, such an approach seems to be improper. For it is difficult to find a
consistent assignment of objects for all sections of the Line, especially if we ignore
how we reach each cognitive status (represented by each section of the Line). At the
same time, it is possible to have the same objects for different cognitive status, and the
middle two sections of the Line hold the same length. Thus, a neat ontological
assignment of objects might be inconsistent with these two facts. However, if we
distinguish the objects by the different methods by which we inquire them, all these
troubles will be solved. Therefore, this article suggests that, instead of the ontological
difference of objects, it is the different ways of inquiring objects that decide our

cognitive status.

Keywords. Plato, the analogy of the Line, objects of cognition, knowledge, the
Republic
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509d :
(T vonTdv) (TO 6paTdV)
( 5106 )
510b

Glaucon
(510b-511e)

509d-510b°
“QoTrep Toivuv ypapunv dixa TeTunuévny AaPcov dvica TuiuaTa,
TA&AWY TEUVE EKATEPOV TUTUA AVA TOV auTOV Adyow,Td Te ToU

OpwUEvou Yévous Kal TO TolU vooupévou, Kai ool éoTal capneia Kal

2 (the analogy of the Sun, Republic, 507a-509c)

3 Loeb Plato VI, Republic, I1, (with an English
tr. by Paul Shorey, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1980): 108-110
“&veu OVTEP EKEVO EikOvaov... ”
EKEIVO

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/ptext?lookup=Plat.+Rep.+510b ( Oxford
Classical Text) (Concerning this, [ am also
grateful to Dr. Vassilis Vagios for his suggestion.)


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
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aca@eia mpos &AANAQ v HEV TS OPOHEVE TO UEV ETEPOV TUTUA
elkdves. Aéyco 8¢ Tas eikOvas TP TOV HEV TAS OKIAS, ETTEITA TX £V
Tols USaol pavTaopaTa Kai év Tols doa TUKVA Te Kal Asla kai pava

EuvéoTnke, Kal TT&V TO TOloUTOV,El KATAVOEIS.

AN KA TAVOR.

To Toivuv Etepov Tibel @ ToUTO EOIKE, TG TE TePl NUES (&da Kal Tav
TO PUTEUTOV Kal TO OKEUAOTOV SAov yEvos.

Tibnu, épn.

“H kai ¢6éhois av avto pdval, iy & Eyw, dinpiicBal &Anbeia Te kai
un, s TO BoEaoTOV TMPOS TO YVwoTOV, oUTw TO Opotwbiy Tpds TO
4 3 ’

& wpolwdn;

"Eycoy’, épn, kal yaAa.

>kémel 31 av kal THv Told vonToU Tounv fj TUnTEOov.

TT4;

“Hi 16 pév avtol Tols TéTe TUNBEIOW o5 eIKOO1 XPwUEvT), WuXi)
Cntelv dvaykdaletan £€ UToBéoecov, ouK €T APXT|V TTOPEVOUEVT),

AAN Tl TeAeuTn, TO & aU ETepov €T apxrv avutdbeTov £
UTroBéoecos loUoa, kal &veu TGV Tepl EKEIVO eikdveov, auTols eideot Bt

aUTEV TV uéBodov Troloupévn.

(¢v Tois Udaot...)) (kai &v TOIS...)
(dative) (T& pavTaopaTa)
(Soa Tukvda Te Kal Agla kal pava) (EuvéoTnke)
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Loeb (tr. by Paul Shorey) (tr.
by Desmond Lee, London: Penguin, 1987) Plato: Complete Works
(ed. by John M. Cooper, Idianapolis: Hackett, 1997) (tr. by GM.A.
Grube, rev. by C.D.C. Reeve) Loeb

1994
(596d-e)

5 (apxn) (TeAeutn)
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d36Ea

A,B,C,D
A B . C
| | |
A+B C+D
A B C
A:B=C:D=A+B:C+D
A+B C+D
(TeTunuévnY)
A B
¢ b €ikcov
images (D)
©
B
A D
C B A
(511d-e)
A (vénois) B (Bi&voia) C
(rioTis) °Dp (eikacia)
6 BoLa belief mioTig
d34Ea
ToTIS
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A B
Julia Annas®

Acquiring
Knowledge of the Ideas

Annas  An Introduction to Plato’s Republic

A (Chen 1992 112 fig.2)

(1 ToU ayabou idéa) A

(108 par.282)
(85 n.5)

(112 fig.2)

7 Ludwig C. H. Chen, Acquiring Knowledge of the Ideas — A Sudy of Plato’s Methods
in the Phaedo, the Symposium and the Central Books of the Republic, (Stuttgart:
Steiner, 1992): 99-112.

8 Julia Annas, An Introduction to Plato’s Republic, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981):
247-252.

9 Julia Annas, Introduction a la République de Platon, traduit par Béatrice Han, (Paris:
Presses Universitaires de France, 1994).
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10
A
A
(509d) A
A
Annas H
Annas 12
A
(‘intermediate’ objects) B
510d
Annas
(Annas 1981 251-2)
Annas A
A
(250) A

10
“In the Republic the Idea of the Good as the supreme value is selected out of a
number of Ideas...” (Chen 1992 97 par. 255)
11  Annas A “where can it
g0?”(Annas 1981 251)
12 Annas (the lower part)
(the upper part) p.248 511d

(TG AV TATY)
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(the analogy of the Sun, 507a-509c)

(508b)
(508e)
(509d)
A
A Annas
A A
Annas A
B B
A B

(531d-534e)
(524d-531¢)

13
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B
Annas
15
Annas
A B
Annas
B
C D
14
15

Annas

A B

“... the former (i.e. the quadripartite

structure of the ontic sphere) is the basis of cognition.” (Chen 1992 99 par.256)
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A B
Annas A B
A B
A B C D
o Sinaiko
16
(Sinaiko 1965 165)
D
C
B

16 Herman L. Sinaiko, Love, Knowledge, and Discoursein Plato: Dialogue amd Dialecticin
Phaedrus, Republic, Parmenides, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965: 152.
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C D
Sinaiko
(148)
(151)
Gail Fine
17
18

478d

17 Gail Fine, “Knowledge and Belief in Republic V-VIL” in Nicholas D. Smith, ed., Plato:
Critical Assessments, 11, (London: Routledge, 1998): 235-265; also in S. Everson, ed.,

Companians to Ancient Thought I: Epistemology, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1990): 85-115.Waterfield Fine

Robin
Waterfield, tr. with an introduction, Plato: Republic, (London: Oxford, 1998): xlviii-1.
18
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o X vox o 119
(Gua bv Te kal un 6v)

avaAoyos)
(D+C  B+A)
(D:C B:A)
19 &v el be
Gail Fine
(is-e) (is-p) (is-v)

(Fine 1998 237)
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D:C=C:B=B:A

A:B C:D A+B:C+D
A+B

C+D

C
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n B A+B

C+D X

B  mX[n/(m+n)] = mn/(m+n)

C nx[m/(m+n)] = nm/(m+n) = mn/(m+n)

m n
B C B:C = 1:1 A+B:C+D=A:B=C:D
z 1:1
C B 510b C B
B C
(Chen 1992 104 par.271) (106
par.274) 510b B C
C B
20
(Meno) (82b-85b)
21
20
(Tzetze)
(
1993): 613
21

(522¢, 524d ff)
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Annas

Annas
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Annas B A

B
(511a) A
Annas

(Annas 1981 251)

B

A
Annas B B

B
511d B
(HeTafV T1, something
intermidiate)
A B
A
22
B
A B

2 ( 2002): 27-8
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