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The Grammaticalization of “KU” £
and Its Usage in Min Dialects

Yang, Hsiu-Fang*

Abstract

The paper explores the semantic developments of “KU” in Min diaects, and
argues that the adverbia usages of “till” and “once more” of “KU” in Min dialects
came from Old Chinese “KU” which meant “because” originaly and got the
meaning of “once more” by homophonic borrowing and further semantic extension.

It proposes aso that there were a parallel development between the words “FU”

and “HUAN" , which witnessed the same historical grammaticalization of “still”

and “once more”. It is because words of the same category usually share the similar
direction of grammaticalization that we are able to identify the word which initiated

the change, in this case the " KU” is suggested, by mutual comparison.
Keywords. “KU” |, “KU” |, “FU” , “HUAN" , grammaticalization, Min
dialects

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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