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A Research on “Drama’ and “ Small
Play of Chinese Traditional Opera’
from Pre-Qin Erato Tang Dynasty

Tseng, Yong-yih *

Abstract

This article first asserts that “ Drama means stories being played out”, and “Every
small play of Chinese traditional opera means singing, dancing with speaking for
others to playing stories.” By this precondition, the auther researched Chin's literal
literature and found out the process that elememts gradually composed together.

In “The Song of Ge-Tian-Shi” , there is the fusion of primitive
song and dance; “Da-Si Music’ of  Zhou-Li included music
and dance performance together; “Gu-Meng” included song and music
performing together; in “Liou-Yue” there is the fusion of religious rite with
music, song and dance. But not until the “Drama Ceremony” , and “Ba
Zha , do we see the essence of stories being played; the character “Fang-
Xiang-Shi” in “Nuo Drama’ , which make-up and incumbency

have qualification to be a drama. In B.C. 1100 the Zhou dynasty, the story line of’ Da-
Wwu” is King Wu attacking Zhou , it is dready a complete
drama. Futhermore, the miniature of Chinese traditional opera, Small Play, “ Shian-

Gue
established in B.C. 500.

of  Jiou-Ge , announced the Chinese small play

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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In the literature from Han to South and North Dynasties, the auther finds eight
dramas including “Zueng-Huei-Xian-Chang” , “Wu-Huo-Kang-Ding”
etc., and three small plays of Chinese opera including “Dueng-Hai-

Huang-Gueng” , “Ge-Xi” . In Tang dynasty, also has five more
dramas including “Lan-Lin-Wang” , “Su-Mo-Zhe’ etc., and
five small play of Chinese opera including “Xi-Liang-Ji” , “Feng-Guei-

Yun . Besides, there is aso the courts small play “Can-Jun-Xi”, and the
folk small play “ Ta-lao-Niang”

The grand play is a complicated organism, this article is specialy focus on the
miniature of Chienese traditional opera, drama and small play before Southern and

Northern Sueng.

Keywords: Drama, Chinese Traditional Opera (&5fli) , Grand Play (*“§5) ,
Small Play (‘J'%5)
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