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A Dialogue between Anthropology
and History The Making of the

“Puyuma’ (or “Pinuyumayan” ) asan
Ethnic Group in Taiwan

Chen, Wen-te *

Abstract

This article is concerned with certain crucial questions raised in recent studies on
historical anthropology. Using both ethnographical studies and historical documents, |
take three Puyuma (or Pinuyumayan) settlements as examples to challenge the official
classification of this ethnic group, and discuss the importance of intrinsic variations
within it. The forming of the Puyuma (Pinuyumayan) is a result of historical process,
in which the categorization imposed on by the external regimes performs a significant
role, rather than of the socio-cultural logic shared by the settlements of this group.

Furthermore, data available at hand show the significance of local socio-cultura
features in their articulation with the external forces throughout history. Thus, the idea
that historical consciousness or historical process unfolds through a grand narrative by
nation-state formation should be abandoned. Instead, research on the multiple and
dialectic articulations between the indigenous people and the externa forces should be
the starting point to a better understanding of the making and remaking of the Puyuma
(Pinuyumayan) people.

* Associate Research Fellow, Ingtitute of Austronesian Studies, National Taitung University.



146

Keywords. Puyuma Pinuyumayan historical anthropology power ethnic
relation colonial rule



... asociety may change from one type to another, sometimes with great
suddenness and violence. Do we then speak of a society at different points
of time or do we speak of two different societies?

Evans-Pritchard (1962:55)

Fardon 1990:1
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