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Dialogue between
Anthropology and History?
Comments and Suggestions

Lin, Kai-Shyh*

Abstract

The so-called “dialogue between History and Anthropology” assumes that each
discipline occupies its own epistemological space and that the exchange between
historians and anthropologists will result in a more well-rounded understanding of
historical phenomena. | find this assumption highly questionable, and suggest that the
exchange often create more problems than intended.

Thus, | believe we should question the existing disciplinary boundaries and trace
the genealogies of History and Anthropology to their modern formations, particularly
in their colonial contexts. This new investigation will reveal traces of
power/knowledge maneuvers in the consolidation of colonia order, and render the
established division of knowledge domains problematic.
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