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The Parent-children Relation and the
view on Children-education in Tu Fu's

Poems

Ou Li-chuan *

Abstract

This article analyzes all poems of Tu Fu about his children, studying the poet’s
parent-children relation and point of view on educating children. It argues that: 1.
Revealed through the poems, Tu Fu’s attitudes towards his children consist of both
cherishing and disciplining: indulging, assigning works, directing children’s learning,
teaching, etc. The children’s attitudes towards parents consist of showing
consideration to Parents and sharing family chores. 2. On the issue of children
education, Tu Fu is faithful to the traditional idea of ¥ %T;/z/?, 5 thA4r W —men
being master and responsible for activities outside the household, while women being
obedient and responsible (only) for household affairs. Tu Fu’s thought that A 4 # 2
# —it is a privilege to be born as a man—induces his exclusive care, reflected in all
his poems, on education of sons. The phenomenon of work specification by gender is
quite apparent. 3. Tu Fu writes that U & R #—inborn talent is crucial to a man
and he should take a good care of it. This induces his educating two sons by different
directions and ways, depending on their respective ingenuity. Being early aspired to
literature and inclining to civilian affairs, the second son, Tzong-U (,ﬁ-%ﬁat, which,
incidently, means adhering to military affairs), is mostly loved and expected by the

poet. 4. Tu Fu estimates civilian affairs much more highly than military affairs. The

* Associate professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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contents of his education of children reflect this preference and chiefly consist of
morality, literature and history. Poetry is mostly emphasized. Tu Fu justifies his
emphasis on poetry by recourse to the belief that poetry is a family heritage, valuable
not just because it is instrumental to official ranking and wealth, but also for the value
of poetry per se (associated with morality concern). Education budget and local
customs are the most referred environment factors affecting children-education; Tu Fu
keenly describes such affections. 5. On the whole, Tu Fu’s poems about his children
surpass those of his precursors, in the amount of works, the scope of description and
the degree of concern. By frequently and extensively describing private, family affairs
in his poems, Tu Fu loosens or de-stabilizes, presumably not intentionally, hitherto

orthodoxy that poems belong to the public field and deal with public affairs.

Keywords: Tu Fu’s poems, parent-children relation, normal family relationship,

point of view on gender, point of view on educating children
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