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Reexamining “the Jinsilu as the Ladder to
the Four Books”

Chien, I-kuang '

Abstract

Following Zhu Xi’s death, his statement, “The Four Books serve as the
ladder to the Six Classics; the Jinsilu (Reflections on Things at Hand) serves as
the ladder to the Four Books,” as recorded by Chen Chun, led to considerable
dispute among his students. Huang Gan, for instance, expressed doubts about the
interpretation of Zhu’s statement and argued that it did not align with Zhu’s
philosophical thought. In recent years, numerous scholars have revisited this
issue; however, interpretations remain diverse and inconclusive, primarily due to
differing interpretations of the “sih xih (/4 -F)”"—some equate it with The Four

Books, while others associate it with the Four Masters of the Northern Song.
While Zhu’s statement was recorded as a quote in Chen’s writing, similar ideas
can be found in Zhu’s other works; therefore, Chen’s interpretation of the quote
should be seen as the first and foremost valid argument regarding Zhu’s thought.
Moreover, the divergent views between Chen and Huang stem from Huang’s
emphasis on the Great Learning (Daxue) as the foundation and unshakable
principle for the path to academic Confucianism. Chen, however, contended that
the key to understanding the puzzle of long periods without Confucius-Mencius
sages should be analyzed through the wisdom apprehended by the Four Masters;
additionally, the Jinsilu should be considered as an introduction to the practice of
Confucianism, which serves as the access to the Way. Asserting that Zhu’s Four
Books of Notes to Sentences represents a comprehensive compilation that features
both the practice of Confucianism and academic Confucianism, this article sheds
light on the disputes between Chen and Huang as attempt to bring insight into a
deeper understanding of Zhu’s views on the beginner’s Confucian approach to the
Way.
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