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In the Shade of the “Left-wing Lu Xun”

Discourse—A Preliminary Study of the
“May Fourth Lu Xun” in the Malaysian

Chinese Literature of the 1920s

Khor, Teik-huat”
Abstract

After the rise of leftist thought in China in the 1930s and its interaction with the
local social condition in Malaya, the Malayan Chinese have accordingly practiced
and developed their own “Left-wing Lu Xun” discourse. This discourse facilitated the
wider dissemination of Lu Xun’s works and ideas in Malaya’s colonial society after
the 1930s, and served as an interface between two kinds of revolutions—the political
and the literary. Although the discourse remained influential in Malayan Chinese
thought and literature, it simultaneously exposed the blind spot and ideological
prejudice in understanding Lu Xun. As the study of the “Left-wing Lu Xun” tradition
was initially advocated by Malaysian Chinese literary historians such as Fang Xiu,
Zhang Han and others, who subsequently established a robust scholarly framework
on this subject. Nonetheless, while Lu Xun’s life cannot be solely determined by
“leftism,” the discourse formulated by Fang Xiu and the other scholars has
overshadowed the “May Fourth Lu Xun” in the Malaysian Chinese literature and
obscured the complicacy of Lu Xun’s thought. In short, the context of the “May
Fourth Lu Xun” was submerged in the notion of the “Left-wing Lu Xun.” Therefore,
this paper attempts to trace and outline Lu Xun’s presence and influence in Malaysian
Chinese literature before the formation of the “Left-wing Lu Xun” based on
investigating limited newspaper sources. Additionally, the paper briefly explores the
literary context of the May Fourth Movement in Malaysian Chinese literature,
thereby discerning the multifaceted and complexified layers of Lu Xun’s thoughts
and position in the Malaysian Chinese literature of the 1920s, aiming to restore the
overlooked “May Fourth Lu Xun” under the construct of “Leftist Lu Xun” research.

Keywords: “Left-wing Lu Xun,” “May Fourth Lu Xun,” Malaysian Chinese
literature in the 1920s, Malaysian “May Fourth” new literature situation,
“Social Life-Art”

Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Languages and Communication, Sultan Idris Education
University. Email: khor teik huat@fbk.upsi.edu.my
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