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A Research on “He Tu” in “Last Will” of
Shangshu as Yu's Map -- concurrently
discuss the symbolic meaning of

precious wares in Dong Xi Xu”
Koay, Su-In ™

Abstract

All the eight precious wares displayed in the ritual of “Last Will” of Zhoushu
bear resemblance to each other, with certain symmetrical relations and moral
echoes, thus enabling scholars to investigate and judge the features of “He Tu”
among the precious wares. In the list of Xi Xu, the emphasis is on highlighting the
inheritance of monarchical principles; in the list of Dong Xu, the emphasis is on
the responsibility of the suzerain . Among the two sets of sacrificial utensil
displayed in Dong Xu, “Da Yu” and “Yi Yu” symbolize the inclusiveness of both
Yi and Xia cultures in a spatial context, while “Tian He”, which are “Tang Qiu”
and “Yu Tu,” are the temporal symbols of succession of Zhou’s three generations.
In the context of exhibiting precious wares of “Last Will,” it is appropriate to
associate Dong Xu “He Tu” with Emperor Yu’s flood control achievements.
Semantically, interpreting the “Tu” in “He Tu” as a map offers a more objective
understanding. From the perspective of the origin of relevant legends, it is more
logical to link the “original He Tu” with Emperor Yu. Based on comprehensive
corroborative evidence, that Dong Xu “He Tu” was received by Yu and related
to his flood management achievements stands as the most reasonale interpretation
among various theories about “He Tu” in posterity.

Keywords: Shangshu, Last will, Hetu, XiaYu, Map
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