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Zhang Tai-Yang’s Philosophy of the
Equality of Things and the Overcoming
of Modernity

Chung, Chen-yu*

Abstract

Zhang Tai-Yang interprets Zhuangzi through the lens of Buddhism and
provides his meticulous commentaries on the “Discourse of Equality of Things,”
based on which he develops a set of philosophies of equal regard for all things that
is applicable to the world. From Zhang’s perspective, Zhuangzi’s philosophy is the
optimal approach to engaging with the mundane world. Hence, he responded to
contemporary issues in China through the lens of Zhuangzi’s philosophy,
contemplating how China should integrate the achievements of Western
modernization so as to overcome modernity. As such, this paper underlines the
theoretical affinities between Zhang’s notion of the Equality of Things and the idea
of overcoming modernity.
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