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From South Asia to France:
The Transnational (Re)migration of Tibetan Refugees

Yu-shan Liu"
ABSTRACT

This article focuses on the migration flows of Tibetan refugees from South
Asia, where they or their parents first settled after fleeing Tibet, to France, in the
past two decades. Based on the fieldwork carried out in both France and India
between 2016 and 2019, this study casts light on the daily lives of Tibetans living
in France and their involvement in transnational practices across national
boundaries. It explores how the Tibetan refugees engage with an increasingly
fragmented and mobile world of diaspora, and how they negotiate their identities
(being stateless and being Tibetan) with different “others.” Focusing on the
Tibetan newcomers in France, this study observes the dynamics enacted in the
relationships between Tibetans of different origins. It also explores the
ambiguities that are played out and reflected in assertions about being “Tibetan
refugees.” The findings suggest that the recent migratory flows of young people
have become an important trend, bringing social and cultural changes from
within and outside diasporic Tibetan communities, and thereby renegotiating the
boundaries of “being Tibetan” and “being refugees.” Overall, this article provides
a significant and insightful ethnography of the Tibetan diaspora today, and
rethinks the anthropological methodology for dealing with people “on the move.”

Keywords: Tibetan refugees, transnational migration, asylum, France,
South Asia
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