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The Citizenship Imaginary in Penang Heritage Actions
Wei-i Lee’

ABSTRACT

George Town's old quarters, with its ancient walls, frescoes, public parks,
old houses, and various temples, could support multiple possibilities for
imaginaries. As a World Heritage Site since 2008, it brings various
stakeholders together working on the preservation of cultural heritage with
different strategies of value enhancement in their use of public symbolic
spaces. Through observation of preservation actions related to the Armenian
Street at the very heart of the heritage quarters, we show that the subjectivity in
heritage imaginary is not limited to ethnic membership or statutory citizenship,
but also includes other marginal subjects (e.g., tenants, children, secret
societies) created through the actions of various rights claimants. The value of
these actions is difficult to be clearly recognized, however, precisely because
this subjectivity is in flux. Our article seeks to rectify this situation with a new
interpretation of citizenship imaginary.

Keywords: Citizenship in flux, Rights claims, Imaginary, Subject, Mise en
valeur
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