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Sino-Burmese Revolutionary Music and Dance in
Changing Time and Space

Hsin-Chun Lu’

ABSTRACT

China’s Cultural Revolution looms large in the country’s recent history,
and also in the cultural and political histories of other places as well. As
scholars begin to examine this period in the greater depth, some have asserted
that the worldwide reach of Maoist cultural-political projects also bears
exploration. This paper responds to this increasingly acknowledged body of
research, focusing on how a Sino-Burmese performing arts troupe, Five
Golden Flowers, has appropriated the movement’'s emphasis on revolution
through music and dance, and engaged with its particular rhetorical strategies.
Further discussion includes the new social arrangements and political
environments that have reshaped this troupe’s Maoist revolutionary expression
as troupe members migrated from Burma to Taiwan; and their ideals and
aesthetics of dance in continuing to embody Maoism. My approaches to these
issues illustrate several significant turns in recent developments in
ethnomusicology, while also echoing some anthropological theoretical ideas
such as “cultural intimacy” and “social poetics.”

Keywords: China’s Cultural Revolution, revolutionary music and dance,
Sino-Burmese people, cultural intimacy, social poetics
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