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ABSTRACT

The archaeological study of abandoned indigenous settlements in the
mountains of Taiwan is often restricted by thick vegetation and difficult terrain.
Some of these sites are in inaccessible known areas and it is unlikely that they
could be located by investigators on foot due to the difficult mountainous
environment. The sites we are able to locate were often covered with thick
vegetation, which requires massive energy and time to clear before any study
can be done. Our research applies the airborne LiDAR to the study of the
above-mentioned sites. We compared the site layout of Wun-lou, an
abandoned Paiwan settlement, mapped by archaeologists in 2014 with the
data provided by airborne LiDAR from the government, using GIS. Through this
comparison, we provide an evaluation and suggestions as to the application of
LiDAR data to the archaeological study of abandoned indigenous settlements
in the mountains of Taiwan.
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