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Ritual Heritage, Social Imaginary, and Place-ldentity:

Christmas in a Village in Taiwan
I-Chun Chen

ABSTRACT

Rituals become important intangible cultural heritage as people pursue
community-building projects and develop the cultural industry in Taiwan. This
paper examines what happens to Catholic festivals and rituals, both important
mechanisms shaping the Bankim community, in the face of the cultural tourism
being promoted by the local government during the Christmas season. The
author suggests that the “Bankim Christmas Season” forms a public sphere in
which local villagers project their differentiated social imaginaries and place
identities in the ritual performances and material cultures. Moreover, their
creative reactions toward commodified Christmas show not only local
autonomy to resist official policies dealing with intangible cultural heritages, but
also that a new sense of place is developing.

Keywords: intangible cultural heritage, Catholic ritual, social imaginary,
place-identity, Bankim
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