H AKHERT] - 55 83 ] - H 75-88 - 2015
DOI:10.6152/j2a.2015.12.0005

"R . fTE

hE S & EEE A G EER AT

A
W OB

IER6TE ( EEEE - BREHHPIREFKEHNERR ) —XXHEAMBM
WEEMREY FEGEEH  —EMEMPELERASENEER  LED
MPER Y "R BT RS 8RS LR ENEENGEER R
FRBIEUATR R BIFT RIBERVRMER < JAT - I MARER) « BHABUAERUKEE
HENERMEENZETE - MEERE 89 EFMENESHEBNNEL
 DBCRAEERHZIPEE R ELREMEAES MY T &R ) fEENEG
HIREEALRESRESHNZREFHESER - FBERE—ER - HIXE
ROEREEANIESMERAR - RHEETHIEFARE -

Ry 1 B NREER  PEHEER R HENE

75



Journal of Archaeology and Anthropology * 83 : 75-88 « 2015

“The Masses” and the “Party” : Can We Theorize
the Occupy Movement through China’s

Revolutionary Discourse?
Haogian Chen *

ABSTRACT

In his article “Understanding Hong Kong: Democracy and Party Politics in
Popular Movements,” Xiang Biao considers the overall relationship between
the Umbrella Movement, the governance crisis in Hong Kong, the “one
country, two systems” approach, and the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party, and uses the theory of “the masses” and “party politics”
from China’s socialist revolutionary discourse to understand why the
movement happened in Hong Kong and what possible innovations it could
bring to China’s politics. This essay argues that, however, Xiang’s attempt
rendered his analysis too PRC-centric, for instance he heavily draws on the
experiences of the 1989 Tian’anmen Movement in predicting the development
of the Umbrella movement, and takes changes in CCP as the central cause of
various developments. As a result, he fails to recognize that his appropriation
of the notion of “the masses” in China’s revolutionary discourse is removed
from the Hong Kong reality. | will focus on these differences and put forward

some critiques and reflections on his article’s basic ideas.

Keywords: Hong Kong, Umbrella Movement, Chinese Communist Party,

mass, party politics
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