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Raising Umbrellas in the Exceptional City:
Encounters with the ‘Other’ in Liminal Spaces
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ABSTRACT

Many of the hundreds of thousands of Hong Kong people who initially
joined the Umbrella Movement had the relatively straightforward goal of
“protecting the students.” Extensive media coverage soon represented protest
participants as passionate, brave, and inclusive, although Hong Kong people
have rarely been noted for their hospitality. In contrast to the pessimistic
narratives of recent years, characterized by phrases such as “the city is dying,”
the Umbrella Movement’s proliferation of citizen-journalism and artistic
production raised the widely-debated possibility that “Hong Kong people have

changed.”

Based on ethnographic observation of the movement from late
September through November 2014 and content analysis of popular and social
media, this article examines the ways in which Hong Kong people articulated
such changes. It pays particular attention to the role of “hospitality” in shaping
discourse and extending the time-space of the Umbrella Movement as social
drama. The urban exceptionality of the Umbrella occupations, we argue,

ultimately requires us to rethink the normativities of the everyday city.
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