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Practices of Love and the Making of the Affective
Subject among the Rukai of Taiwan

Weining Cheng *

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the category of love and its practice along with
other kinship practices as the Rukai encounter, cognize, understand,
re-construct, and experience the facets of modernities embodied in capitalism
and Christianity. Firstly, | scrutinize both the Rukai category of love and its
practices with regard to gender, personhood, courtship, marriage, and
procreation in order to demonstrate the salience of love/affect in their
constructs of family and kinship. Secondly, | discuss how, owing to the
collective (Bourdieusian ) illusio of domestic and kinship reproduction among
the older generation, parental authority and social norms intervene in how
younger couples express their feelings and even to whom they should express
their feelings. | therefore argue that a person is seen as an affective agent in
the sense that while he/she bodily enacts the practice of love, their parents
are truly the cause of their children’s practice of love. Ever since the 1980s,
though, many Rukai youngsters have moved to northern Taiwan to engage in
wage labor, where they earned and made a living in settings containing people
from different ethnic groups. Meanwhile they were able to choose their own
lovers as well as express their feelings by means of novel expressive forms
such as love letters and pop music, and even to force their parents to accept
their marriage partners by way of pre-marital pregnancy. In this sense the
youngsters make and manifest themselves as affective subjects. On the other
hand, with the introduction of Christianity in the late 1950s in Taromak, the
church strongly promoted God’s love as the ontology of human love and the

view that sexuality and desire are only legalized in marital relationships;
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thereby ideal marriages and domesticity were created in the earthly world.
However, what the Rukai learned from the liturgy was the epistemological
division of love and sexual desire, the latter being confined within marital
relationships. Their knowledge as such leads to the re-classification of both the
practices of love and to marital relationships and then endows these practices
with a moral hierarchy. In practice, for several Rukai who did not accept the
Christian liturgy, the expression of desire shown in pre-marital or extra-marital
affairs is tantamount to the free expression of one’s feelings, which is what

humanity means to them in the contemporary contexts.

Keywords: love, personhood/gender, affective agent and affective subject,

modernity, Rukai
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#E e ~ 26E H g BRI ARG - AR Pt & S B R e fiR
/NSt (RRRERETT) TR RIBERRIEEAIES T (Giddens 1991) = HK - BRI K fLE
BEWRE R g BRI B RME A LI CASE AR - BT R S
BAZZAJECH - Giddens (1991) BEfiRHT - RRRIBEMIAIAYSE - At BnT  BRAERIAR
REEVAE - [IXI9 Pt & R R ARG - IR A TE B SRR - Rk
BB B PIGE T2 MR B 3G =5 B R GE AR 1 PR - (H2AcMERy B SR L S S 2 A
VAR RERH PRI R S R RIE S | o R - 2P LIRS B GRS ACHERY - 4l
PR EEAT IR TE AR RE - SIS - ek e E o SRR -
MR EAE > BAFRED 1 AT PR SR SR 26 ZE M e HL A2 e St &
JER - A T A B ERER - AR EIEIREN VB SE ACREE AP RE - B> SR Al
i VA B T B ACHE AR BRI B 5 - e 20 HaGR - BB Ui & e e
ERBFE R EMMETE (confluent love) VI » SRJE Bt Syl ia 221 ACHE I I A
EHf% (Giddens 1991) - #5.Z » Giddens S ABERILR FAVFELELIR AL - Bk
il A E SR AT o A B R R AR RE M T3 M B R 52 P B
T AR R I R BRI A RCEE - Btk - ALY 5 T R BUEHY
Giddens FUFHBAEE EN B IER R FAMAE L -

BT - EHREIANSE T IAAEE AN REZE RN L AR
WA 2 - A ARA YRR B8 A AL Bt S B rh TR UGS - Reale fis
IS LB - [RIF - (8 AR (E R SRRV A RCENE - B8 7EM L Rav 7 BT
DRI A FERE B I (RS ~ A2 ~ R ) BIRERFT » BERG 0 A Ay s i 2 2k
FOBR AR B i ERORRSETE - SRR SRR ARG LURIRAE R SR
BRIV SR B AR A G 22 F Ay O ~ R E SRS 722 5 - DURCEI Y B B
B~ BSINEL R R REA < B S R Bl a7 i S g T ERY RVE T - RIS B S
FIERAEARAIEARA ~ LB M ERATES -

Sy i EHARIAG E R ER > IR H ik & BRI E - AR
R M TS R A HRIRN RS - Eieft MR AR s A H £ 56E
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TE IR DAL B B A Ry T R 88 - I RIS A S R o2 T BB AT R
EACE B AIRIE R - J& - JJRMPEHE T E. P. Thompson (1977) Eil Theodore
Zeldin (1973) SFFESERIE L © BN TSGR R MESRATEE T, RE -
AL 7 P AR AT it s S AR 183 S5 S B I [RIZR - S T e v AT AT A N 285
IR - thamBEE B T Lawrence Stone (1977) AR AriRi@ S ny R i - SRi%
et ELfraikaing J1 (literacy ) FYAR#E 8 i FEARAE IR < BRBEFEIRIS G/ N - Ttk
) NS T RS T RS ERYE -

SE—2 > A E] Giddens BLHAMAT IR 2 A S5 HofF U N Raflanid : 22020
TIBUAIERIAREC - MR AR B R RIS B A B S - ABHER SR 5 HA SR E R
A EAYE Jack Goody » Goody (1998) LUJEMASAAREFRELREZTR B Ry BTN EL > ToilT
TAERFTE RS B2 A KBS 5 B DAFE Y 5 {18 Z 2k B B v K o B PR B PR A A R
Thomas (1 Cole (2009) DUJEME I - 5 HSEIEASAER AL RIER R < RS T AMe 17
i1 25 Tl B A2 B [ PR R R B R AT 2R - e - SRS Re Ty IR
BASEEEMERALAY TS AR - RS R R B AR 2R e — - HATfE
TR S B A I RIRE BRI G - ATEPYEER FUA R A APERY TS (e 5 — B
AR R IR ARREAR rTREH B (PHBCEE FRY) i85 - Thomas Eil Cole ¥ HLAIMENS
BATHRMEVR T - M5 - ERRACERIFM AR ERLERS ~ B85 ~ B - WoftBlt

TTERFEATREZNEE - B REN] T2 B EMAREM R, B SR 5 - Bl
[EF > B T DA S2 b ges PRt r s ~ AREHE MRS #Eoh - 52 32 IR AR &

HEEMTERE © B 7 IR IR AREN = B B - M IR T & L IR T fE
A5 R R B 1% 5 R EF A it & ok DUR b — R st & S b S Bl 2 98 1 B B
&~ B H2b ( Thomas and Cole 2009) - 35L& A SCAES/ BT IS B R HUH 50 A7
Mo

Sy—J51H - ABEEES Wardlow F1 Hirsch (2006) f5H - Jy 7 ISH# S = 35 REAN
REWSIANERS R EE - W98 LA S SR BREREE (political economy of
emotions ) (Wardlow and Hirsch 2006) - HZFENEIZRE) T2 AR A RIS s
Ll - FHE b SRRt AR ESIPE (AREEEF) RERtEE T EE L]
FETAAAE - 35 B 3% I 5 ZEAE NG AN AR RIS BRFR S i 75 22 A R I Ak o8 435
Bt SRR SCRE - EH Ry - RIERBASEAER © 8 RS s 75 - EA#EE
09 E B O A BRI EE - B SIRELE RIS 5 6 B AP R ik i H 3T

&

&
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IE » Rl ARG RERIE AL - R MR AR MR S8 B 1 B B S A A
BRSO 2 #p@ L UR R BCEGE (false consciousness )+ Ryfrf 53 201k = FE1))
BRI A B A E A YIRS 2 L - Thomas #1 Cole (2009) HYEZE * &
B A R B TR AR R AR o AR AT Ry 0 38 Giddens (1991) 2R
16 B Pty SR AT B S AR LA Bk )y G W ¢ JEE JEC i 119 ACRE AT B Gt » G 35 - 1
Tt TR MR o SRR RN S LSRR T A G B A E R R - AR E R
fE (K ra EERE PTasny ) MR - 0 - 1TEI&E e B ~ PRARF nV e
HIE R ERIERE © (T8 & LU R T E) B A e i O SR BT 2
FE B A A 2RI T RENE 2

PUEBHATBY > SFEERE > B ZATLMEEREAEB T %Ear - ARZERE
EHERIPRARCEE 2R - MEERERIE RIS TR A BN EER R - 45
fR B S A SRS R S g R U (T EORT FUE T AR i it & 7 A B T B B
A MHENLAE A L WAITCAFEREREE - sittins - Z580R T (Gramsci &
M) PR - ASCLUFEE - UBEILAE TP BT R B 5 RS = AR B AR
AvERIEZE - MHERERI T AR ERE R T - AR A - B S
SR THIINESR ~ AHEZIRR K -FE R ENRERF R L S 2
o AIA FIREERE] © DUERE BRSSO B BUE ARt S A HE T
B B AIges - MJEME -RIgE - ANt - AL ATRER DR - PREE T A I
TE Ry » (0 A REMRR ] DASE S Fol A B R A AL A 28+ SEETTT AR B {18 A 75 2 B S g LAt
IS Z REBITS DURIHAYFAE -

i PR PR WS A - AR TR LY G B A A SR S SR o AR
HiERFEA Al ik & B A A RS am B AV T - A RERR L BRI A~ IS IRE
JEEAEJEE SRR BT ~ SRR BRI AS AR - PHERAYIRS B 1 IR S IR0y FLS
PR RS - 382 B IR S A2 T AT VY B & < A AR B S e ) e LUK 75 4 e B
BATRAR AR U R M SRRy - 5 - PHECER SRR AR 2L AURS R - Al
T RRAK S B A 1 1 TR ARG J T Ry BT BRI - LS o RIS R
LAY RIRFR AL S TR AE R TS SR Bw Ry B AC M iR ARG R - TaE i RaRE S 1 « e
RIEZAT - ARSI BEAEAS AR LS N A T B TS AR B SR A AV Bl ] 15
W - KSR I BT LS b — MR R T R - 2 BRI Y T
EASER TR RS - T AEmBR PRI R R iR it & M E T AE -
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AR > ARSCAGT RS P R Py B R B R BT 8 Jre < e I - e
fRHH B R R IS - EEEA RIS A REERRE 1 -k
i o BT TSR RS R RS LT B R - W REEANS
BRI E & SR B RIVE K - BENESE AT R R B R R A a1
S HRMATRE AR SUEE AL E ERGE SRR o DUEAER 5 RS HOR
EREIEEREN S - BHRYE BRG] > BRI RS REN LS UL
AcEEsEkGm EAZER > BRI E E A E AN RS - HERYLANS > BLE
&itéli‘f@ﬂ%éﬂ"]mlﬁf'ﬁ%é MRS BIPE R BB 0% - AR R A E R T A
ARENEY] - FEH b BYGSREIEEEZ AN ]38 H LR ENT R L BRI S
FEHE ﬂ’FiT%ﬁ’W‘E&%}\ (HIES 2012) - S fiE S AR R BB AHRAN /R I LR R
SGEERARYER S > L PHER AT A A I B a8 1R g - BhAh > S B LREY T
8 ASE R TR REERGAIRENL - 2R > DURRME A E RIS E R @ BT 8t
ARG RG - AR AT BB ¢ WETEE AN AR I R T B B R e
W BRATEIEESEA T ERHEAEREENTE - HE AR E R
MR IRNE IR TEE B & - A0 A RES HADRE S R & B Bt - P > (RIS
TEWHE ABE B EFSEMAPLOIYRESZ S48 > dE HRIP A& 2 i A A= 75221H]
LR (RO TSR Rt At - AR BERRRE A 2 S A AL -

FEHEEL - AERBARNEE T - BHLERE B AWA S ISR - 2
Bk )R o R BN R A TTENE TR A U i
EATENE ISR IRIA o [RIBE - S5 FE O ARl R IREEA LU VL SOl
TH RS B0 B Ry 2 BB BT FERE - TERIANEL - BB RERA ik & 5o e DA B
KRBT ﬁ%eu\ﬁ@f%ﬁ@;ﬁm HEABANE % - EYUALLE R Ty i A
THEAYE ERE - AE EHREE ~ 18 MEREAEGAE SRR R ER S
HEE - DLl - E%%EJLAE@%E%@F&IB@%#%TI?EQETE?JZ%'I*BQIF’*” o [AIRF A
[T AIEREGE B RIS P - IRy B (i1 B 5 B Sl 2 b -

LB B AR A ] 2 B ATEC 1 B R AR RN T S - AHERAE I B e 52
INAYRHSESRH - B A DA Tt & o iy AR ERE - KEVIE C@Esst )
LSRR A TS B AR T SR80 H R BER AR L35 U520 ( Thomas
and Cole 2009 ; Wardlow and Hirsch 2006 ) - & 2652 2IRAVEAEFe Y © JEPE it &t
At et @A A4E O X EER R RIS - RS EEEACEA TR
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P o 2RI > H AT AR SR BB A Qe BRABRIIRI 2R - ARGERIE LU RE &
i AAETER IR B - Jera B UBARAY T GRE OO A RE N R B B A 2 4
A E Ml SRS B R AE LA QM i & R EAFAE - E M AEA R 2% - B8
Al e B B R R S S A A SRR U 2 SE AT 1 A R T R S M Ay B B
¥R 2 DR - BT R SLRR R A B - S U e (B e B A 35 5 U
IS 2 PERE T AN T 358 B S T A I 08 A Y BT R MO 155 JR RS i T B A { B
B S IREE S B BRI I A 7 SR AT AR metk - BRAVHIENK
FLRrBESR BRI - M AT 2 3Bl B 1 st KA 8 2R3 T BRI AR BRI 2

Fo 10135 S6FRE - WP D8 Bk e B st PG ~ Bnise ~ B
BEBNREL N > DU E N BN T8 & B K IEIAAAE R A S il d
SACFFIRYE S R - Aot > BAIA RERRME - R ESARMEZ T - H Gt & B H
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BAF e 1 A W P R BB A S IR T 5 AR B sy SRt - (e Mo Pt A 1
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