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Research on the Gold-Inwoven Textile of the Han and

Xiao-jian Bai*, De-cai Gong™, Jin-long Guo™*, Bo Wang

Jin Dynasty Unearthed at the Sampula Cemetery

ABSTRACT

One of the oldest gold-inwoven textiles of China, a pillow, was unearthed at
the Sampula Cemetery and has played an important role in research of
traditional Chinese textile production. A 3D Super Depth Digital Micro-optical
System, Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM), Fourier Transform Infrared
Spectrometer (FTIR) and EPWDS were employed to identify and characterize
the specimen. The results showed that both ends of the pillow were made of silk,
while the middle section was made of gold-inwoven textile. Gold strips wrapped
around a linen core yarn. The composition of the gold foil is Au 64%, Ag 35 %.
Although the specimen has an obvious affinity with the style associated with the
Western Regions, abundant indications suggest that the pillow may have been
produced by local people. By comparing the specimen with gilt brocade from the
Tang Dynasty in the Famen Temple Museum, we try to explore the development

of techniques for woven gold.

Keywords: Sampula cemetery, Han and Jin Dynasties, woven gold, wrapped

gold threads
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