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Settlement Space and Neighbourhoods: Applying
Computing Archaeology in Sagacengalj, Taiwan

Mu-chun Wu*

ABSTRACT

This research aims to explore the nature of a ‘segmented village’ in the
abandoned settlement ‘Sagacengalj by applying spatial technologies.
Computer applications such as: GIS, space syntax, and even social network
analysis software can benefit archaeologists’ spatial understanding. These
spatial technologies allow archaeologists to manage vast quantities of data,
have flexible visualisations and displays, perform sophisticated exploratory
and statistical investigations, and even do agent-based modelling. This
research not only applies these spatial technologies to explore the settlement
pattern and social relation of the Sagacengal; site, but also demonstrates how
these tools can assist researchers to achieve their analytical goals and utilise
information for more in-depth discussions of social, cultural, political and

economic issues.

Keywords: Spatial analysis, settlement pattern, GIS, space syntax, Paiwan,
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