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Context Analysis of Archaeological Materials:
Case Studies in Agate Beads and Stoneware Jars in
Southeast Asia

Kuang-jen Chang’

ABSTRACT

The purpose of historical archaeology is not to pile up newly discovered
objects but to provide contextual information for unearthed materials. One of
the key issues in Taiwanese historical archaeology is how exotic goods were
integrated into the existing meaning and value systems of local objects in
Taiwan pursuant to participation in the early modern world system. This
question could produce valuable historical knowledge through the systematic

analysis of archaeological materials with contextual information.

This paper serves two purposes: firstly, to examine how exogenous
materials become treated as indigenous objects via the archaeological and
ethnographic studies of agate beads and stoneware jars in Southeast Asia,
two types of objects commonly discussed in Taiwanese and Island Southeast
Asian historical archaeology. Continuing advances in the archaeological
sciences constantly renew our understanding of unearthed objects. However,
ethnographic evidence shows many Southeast Asian societies treat those
cherished agate beads and stoneware jars as indigenous objects passed
down from their ancestors, even though those same objects were shown by
scientific analysis to be exogenous materials. This tells us that archaeological
study should be more than the scientific analysis of an object's geographic
and technological origin; it needs to take into account of socio-cultural theories
in order to appreciate the role and meaning of exotic objects within specific

contexts, which is the ultimate goal of archaeological study.

* Honorary Research Associate, Institute of Archaeology, University College London, UK
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The second purpose is to examine how value could be studied
archaeologically by utilising information on the spatial distribution and
association of discovered objects. Recent advances in the study of material
culture have improved archaeological understanding, which suggests that the
valuation system could be reconstructed by looking at the differentiation of
usage in specific contexts. In other words, a reasonable reconstruction of a
value system could be made by a detailed context analysis, especially the
spatial pattern of discoveries and association of objects. This paper attempts
to approach this issue using two case-studies: one of pottery in the Bronze
Age of East Mediterranean, and another dealing with trade ceramics found in

early modern Luzon in the Philippines.

Keywords: Exotic objects, agate beads, stoneware jars, material culture,

context analysis
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WAEIRAE —TRBIRERY ZRRE S I (BROZTE 2004 1 96 5 55225, Thomas 1991) = 4[]
o TEAY) ) WA DRIEMRIRIE LR AR  BROCTESR B AR/ AR B © /)

I

17



Hily NFRET] - 56 76 ] - H 5-32 - 2012

KAHEFOREYIIRE - T BRI AR RRAR SRR A R e Rk E R T 2E, - A
HEHUE - /KR 7R —BERFEIRHSE A AL L4t | > FEFR BRI —RIIE
HYET - SMREIKRERERE Ry T HC ) B9PEY) - RIRFERER AR KRS @R (BT
2004 1 91) - | [FERRAYEEFFERRANEA] o HRIAETAE N ERA TR, B TR,
ARETERF B (BROCEE 2004) < SELEBI BRI RE - TIRAY) ) B TSP, 1y
o B - 2 —TERRAETE - N EIRSS A HAREE A o 5B AR,
R —RIIEART " RS - FTRIUS TIRAY) ) it & UeES - AR ER
oK TR

SR A EERIIREE 2

WM AM B SRV - SRR DR - SRV B S LR
HLE SR —(E ARG = AR SRR - BH AR @RS ) R
B BHIY SR B R - SRR 2 SRR S IR » TRt et
FEGHIHATIE (B 2004) - S iPEEAEE A TR DU S s ki
SRR - R R LAORERESE - UATRTSCTHE Bellina BHASSRTRAVIIZ - HEAT,
T B A7 £ EIS (U B SR PR A+ SRR RO B e 1M 5+ 3 FLIG
SRR 5% A S PETIIE 2 OSSR RN » ST HE 3 o3 S RO 2 2
O FOEE - EEIE A WHREIE SRR - DUE TR SERTER R L S S By
A~ TSR A BB RS R, (Bellina 2003 : 205) « AATTSE BEAYZE AL
Fit o FRIPTH SIS H (S (R 1 BRI+ R TEREBRAI T 76 26
T PR S LA M B RS -

AR B — T B » SR U - e AT L5 B R L B
SEHT L+ BB - BIATER - BEATRARENE R AR » (L R R MR AT
AT IRIACIR o 5 B2 PR BSBA e - AE VSO R A A 2 SLpIAsE
B30 IR0 BRI (A HEFEIT 5 68 2 B A PR 2 B R TS 0 28
WO BT AR SRR ) FTANERR IS 22000 © 68555 1 TR A
HIRRAER A FIHERR, » 20 IR R S bl P 5 PRI RESE thE BT+ AR B
SR YIS IR - S HT R R AR T R B R A5
HRERAEIRIRESY, » JTRER 5 HERR PR SCALIE T o TTTSIE G i 55 s S 5 e — 300 -y

18



A« H RIS AT

MR - o (EH) BEEFH LS (R ) &Y - SERYa SR IREEEY 5
#7 (context) (Bailey and Mills 1998 ; Lesure 1999 ; Sherratt 1999 ; van Wijngaarden
1999, 2002 ; Voutsaki 1995, 1997) -

TR A Gt S R B G B AW S LR RIE R - BR T I E A A Y (B (B B
R R - AEF BN SEiE EtE E B ey B S R R o Horh— I E RS iR
B > RSN EIE - TR I E it & SR ey — RS FI B - IR
FIRFZY A E R IR (PIAR AL ERANZ 5 ) - KSR YL B ERY
Hifg > BE LU HRR g Y E AR - EERSR R E UL ErY
— I RIS 7 AR (gradations of values ) (Lesure 1999 @ 27-29 ; 7RZ K van
Wijngaarden 1999 : 3-5 ; Voutsaki 1995 : 13) - FHEEAYER R AR R NG H AN E
Y722 AR S o 4555 dr B ST AT DUEE A Y A SE@YRINRAS 53 A7+ Rl 2 22 R
Sy = BAR = ( differentiation pattern in spatial distribution ) - DU 2s#71ERS H +

(association ) AR FHGLAGHMIE AT - 2 EERAIHER - M FTRERULLEE ISR -
18 JT THIBIRFFEAE T 535 E B2 SRR IR RIS B - (B2 — 5] BEn R E R R AR
e -

EeR BIMES— iy BN Bt g F iR Ry 58 e JE A Fg 2 bt ot - @ aplr
eI ARIER R R B 5 28 - EERET 2 Pl B S I SR R I MBS 1 75 Sl R
W1 (KJEPYICET 1600-1050) FrAERIFEges - — i 3885/E (Mycenaean ) FHAI[E
i > e A FE IR H E S Heinrich Schliemann i Hi S AE Ry 5885 e THRAVELE - B0 0L
RIS - BONEE GRS - mah A - B8 - 40 - 2 MiFEFERER -
E P el FIR AR IMEE R g - [IERIVEE SRS ENIE - 18 B HER
KJeRErns R - WE 2 S5 A A IRA S Efd: - (HREEERBA LS
B3P e M de FIAE A IR A SR ER 70 Sl et ) 2 - HOEAY A HHE RS2 - B2
TP HE i R TR A R RIS SR A FE 3 - B LB S P Rs bR 1 — AR BV g E 2
Hh o RER BN el ds S A S ERE B/ MER DS - IS 0 TR
rhig S L IERT s - IEERE RS MRS ~ = e ~ B ESRE - e
BB AT E S — MR St A, -

PRI & M 2285 e M o — i [R) st Ry — St ALnt st B B - H 2858
BALE K E D FEds ERIRESEigE - 38 LEE A R RERS R R e S R R e AR T
TP RERIEIR - {HIE3E 28 BATAG SSAd i r f 25 1 B LU Sy SE i fe Fg 2 ey — /iR
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g3+ 1 HARE R A A BER R - #E K2 B P e B B - (B2 G el - fDIE
BEeA ] DIBHE R A& el e il e B IRE R E B - AN REEER] - R
# van Wijingaarden (1999, 2002 : 37-73) it 53 A7 25 M AHAY Y S 85 JE R 2 A0 T HE A
BB ARME 2R it - $RET S el g i ] RE B 1A & Huit & ([E{E 8 R0
Hufz o Bl SRR FRY Ugarit FI3GENE > = FEAYSEHEREEY > small
stirrup jar > amphoroid krater » L% conical rhyta » ' 7F = FEM/E R  FEE - &
ZEW ~ DURGEHE R BIRE - 07 PRI AT - HESm IR B AN RIS HE 1 3685
[EFg &5 A AHE B BIRRE © small stirrup jar BASRAEZLZEWE (545 #8225 > amphoroid
krater 7E{EF 1 BLELZEE AT BN —E A » 1 conical rhyta HIFE - EEZHE X HH
iRz - SEMEFTRYIAEE B 28 7 — it &SRRy EERRRE - /EE L H R
Eet o3 Ao e B Al R St g LR I - BRI ERET AR A R S B IRAS AR Y
B AL A -

FER AR AR R > #ROB{Z (Chang 2008) BB 5 ZEAEFT 2 BER
AR o HEE AT E AR Ry — B B IR VB RE - MDATERE B R E PE R AR
Calatagan 25 | » G{EPETC+ AN IHFCRFARRYEZEE AT L2 — T S0 5EZE - B
M T DU 5 2 B A R s Fof@ R 2 B & (BE RS R AR - 3 BB ZEY) AL 5538
A& R 22 RS- BLAERERA TR o TS A IESe AT A B ZEMN IR E B A M T heET -
B > SeRiiEr ettt ey T 5 Z 2 — ML {E e e B iRGEe - e EE
HE 5 B 2o U A AR A fE P 2 > DA B 2 B A P 2 - 8t 1 — T s LR
£ < 2RI+ KEHHAYREET s AR RAEEH - BT E I E AV EZENRAE - BN S ELRA
REANEER - T HHE EEHEENIEERFESE (Chang 2008 : 162-5) » #RHE
5y 2 BT B 2 A B IR i Y S ZENRAR - BB TR E I TR EES R - R FHA
HEATIEE

BT haid SE R FERYRE - 3RS (Chang 2008 ) t3%58 53 HT FLREA [RIEHIUAY B
G BIALEFER I iR = - B ER B AME AR Zseo s AR - EEiEer
B i RN A o A3 A A SRR - BT ~ R R - 2R WESE MRS I B AR NI
- LR A AR 25 B  EASRER I ZERR A R 2 B e 28 SRR
M3 BN o i N ZERR R A CEAE TR E AR - AR R My 2 35 168
H o TR KRR 2E 2% - AT iR 38 FIE W RA G - R E TSR - BN
/N R ZEREF BB - RIRE R BOE R BEE ML - AHE A A B - ZEiny il
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P ARy 2 Ak B A HI LR - %A 28 £ B e il S e Al nTRERE 2] » w] &[N
FoBORHIRE - AHRRAY BRI 2 S P ZE R pOE e — 2P 0 TR 04T - Bl
T2 VIIALE S 5 B2 I T P S v g - 7

fhaa - HEEELENNY—AEE

LAY - DU B RIS AT B R Bl 5 ik - ECE AN E WIS E
APEERET o SEREREESE BRI IRy - RGEE R HRITE oY) ) R8T AR
fBib s o BUS TIRAY) ) MAHYE BB IR - BREA — RBRIREE
RS MCAINRAS S a1 7 — R A TRY G © S35 - 5k 2 TOREHHY AR STk
FIERR - BR 7RISR 30 > EE R R B AR IREENE N E &R - 8
SRS EE - EER AR HRES 1R - A 15 DUB R IR B EAE S
HIE - B —BEAR RS B T RIS th B A R EZEARUR -

SR S B — TH R B - AR ERRT IR i 2 B R AT S e
St - A AR SIS R EESR - BETZEK - GRS
PR AT TIE - ARIMAES EERBIPR AT JT1H - ARt RS 5t E R A MIRAS AT
B ABECR G R SR E - DL e o 2 R RF S s BHEEE R B (BRAE H %
2007/8) - BREERR (2003) {E@)IA RS EmTHE BN EZER - EASE A FIEZR A ER
TEFZET AR - AR L RRE AR - AR S Es R —25
DUFRG - 33 fm (2009) AEFHA A —E Ik H - PR RdeErT 7 IEBzg ARERRT - flanit
Bl P 2R A S 2R B AR T g W A RIDRAS P22 52 (R 3CA 2009 @ 42) - HEHIE
IRF AT Ry B SR S AR B 2 2 AR A RO N DGERRAE A - {EE 1L Hag AR
baZEr 2R M nIRE B = A RN I T R AR - S EIR P RE nT e U AE 2R AL o
PEFIEIRYEREUR G - 2P aR B 2 5 nTRE U O TR S L B 2R e B 38 U
anfIZ S o A S - AR % TR E LA ERAMRGZE LR
R HEARERIORE LB IIHVE BB Y o MEIRE SIS G 1L Y02
FUELES - HEmal G WS A R E AR o TR R DGR B - (H2 EA8 e DUR
IS S AT SR ER S MR L & LT ER - )2 TR ST ZER A -

TG 2 P R B Y 5 T MIRAS - BB R Bl ol g A AT R TR S e i SR
AIMEEFEE RS EAR o @A EAS TRV ERRE Z b B T R TR
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KB JT - Fl B A HEHS Bk B RE R ZEAY SR B A1 - BB AR S SR E A HE
@ - R PR AT ER - SRR AHE - R B R R AR A B RO
AT ERUIRS - F3E - HIREA TR TR - RIREENE RS - SRR MY
anfU G ES PREARE P HEAERT 2 L ik & th B A R RATRL & b 7 - F B R
e N AREIYI o DUt & SCAb AFEERA B A Gl - B5 55 R B A g 228 ] DA
FoHIFAOE T AN 5 rusths - K68 T EIRASAL ) AR EHROs B R ERR & S
HRzEy TR o SEREYIE LRI BB S - B IS SRR
EAITFEBEES AR & - EESREEEWE b ER—E R HE 22 B - it
AR E MRS TER ARV ZE RIS o FEEBRNE T BT RS [ - AR A
BRI LW 22 i 52 > DU 2R H A ST 5 - T RS A
IR 34T > S LA BRAHER R ~ 28 rTRERYET RS MRVt A e B e AR B R R

By &

1. ERDIEBTTRENR (behavior archaeology ) By F-HY » Agad=5 b ks -hHERHEH:
e RGERE PR EIAN R ERE TT - AR ER Iryeest Bl g% - [RthE
S T REE S HEIER UGB E AT RIERE (reality) - {EMRFH & AR
BEEILENERGETE (archaeological formation processes ) ¥ &R 2E » HI
B PR I R R A B - SRR E U2 B A T RS SR
B -

2. GEMEER TWpdh L B9 TWEME (materiality) | BIBFSE - —EEH L RAVELLER
0 TR T A2 L Tan Hodder (2012) 7E¥Em FAY 2 HIFRET - Maran and
Stockhammer (2012)Ff#wiiETEm SCER R F B iz Ukl h T 52, skl
R o

3. AW HEMINGIELE B R E nn o B R B R BR - Bl ZE A U B R B 5T FR At
SEEEET A BT o SE TR BRI H T H 2 RSN - DB R E R R
Bt o AFERIAIITSE /7RG © John Guy (1986 ) Eify Roxanna Brown ( 1988)
RS EHEMN R - BRFJjTH > Peter Francis (2002) 4 FifkBRIVEIFIIEES
SEE ) —AAHRI = EE - Bellina (2007 ) HufE H 222 (E{H -

4. HBIBRFAER R B Z AR Y ME IR R RN - SR B Y R R
RN AL AT e - DU ~ B8~ SR LE A RMAETEKY - &
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A« H RIS AT

FEER R O LR O PR, T BME ) B9FIR - S DUR RIS RO T E R BRI S
WL A BB SCAL - £ RIS H B R h s L3 BN O R8 - YA TR B
B PR B i B2 B A 0E T YR B Bt - N2 A Y - AR ES BT el 5
R o

i B E R A R R 5 B S A i s R g - IR RRAA H A4
BIESIBAYERT - [RIRF th 2 b 22 8 SR g nh sk i 9eRY Gt 2 fe - 25 7 THRYET R AT A
2 FEBREIRR (1999) - BHEEE (2001) -

Agate (H§EG) B carnelian (RLERE) fEMEYIE L 2B Rl — A4S RV
Y ERFEAHEIAG » FEASCH R R B A BR T S TR GG EE -

Nong Nor j&—R% AL HIEEEN: - FENERREZERE - FRKE 1100-
600 BC - Hrh—f B EZE EBEE VUREAL L HEER T -

HoAt R RERY H T BEEG R SRR R A LA L - W22 5, Bellwood (1997 & 275) Y
EE

FIJE R Fe an H RS RS B A POV E AR AR - HRE e R E R R M REs - (KR
HSESRIAL K B80S A & Ty #s ) A RFEr A A R 2SS YRR - fildn—2k
B FEERFOEGEG R » (L Ee 5 I AR R i 2 T+ DA IR B il B0 e DA &
F o KA EF 2 Se Rl & R 2 BiE A 2 IS HGERI A - HEE AR E e
TEENEH B |+ Arikamedu S2EAHE EEAVENE  EMEEILR 1945 FHIEE
T2 R, E. M. Wheeler 5 E#HE - fr 71 LS BB Ll HAEHE S
RS BLEY) - W Ry — AR G - LR T RE R R I B R A P L T R
[T o EEEALAE 1947-50 FFEL 1989 FEEHFRER - HHYFE RS B IR ny A
RATLL EHESIPE TR 350 4F -

Kuala Selinsing g fil- /2 o nr i F A B S FER 3800t - 1932 451 I H. N.
Evans EE#HE (Evans 1932) - HEHIF Ry — P/ B ALK E 5 - ik
9 2% B F #0247 A8 R B0 P oo i — A B PE T #8142 (Nik Hassan Shuhaimi
1991) -

PIXE/PIGME (K ¥ X JBURHR, BLFU0E v IO ) ER2 IR M n SRe k1
WA HTET - E R EA R M s P A AL A S RE R o EE R E T BB
AR DAEE A RGOS B AT FE R 1 e S e ST BN BRI E R LB
G E MR B SRS AT -
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

(R Ry 25 MBI BR R A B N RETR Bl 8t > AN KR E PRI YT Fr 20 A - T A
Bellina F Rl (dental elastomer print) > BIFZERI BT IBREEL ~ ZO8REKT
FEWIIITIRES - AREE TR R -

BRI SR RE EDEEABRIRIESE - SCRCAIEEFERE - w22 1. W. Mabbett (19774,
1977b)HI R SCF -

AP ZE - 2EEEANEL =+ASDLE - SRS - B
FEIH 2 B o ekl o BB LIS R~ AR BER AR - 525 Barbara
Harrisson (1986 : vii) IR/ EHE S -

R A B 2 2 7 AR Y 2 R AT - BRARYSE R P A2 Prudence M. Rice
(1987 : 413-425) —FEMYEH] Provenience studies » LIS FHRHER TS °

TN BT RAY) ) WORTE - REEEATERBCOE (2004) HySCEEH 0 TAMEK
i) (exogenous) , B2 "J5I/ERY  (indigenous)  RMEAE&FTERHIATRRIE © BROCL
REFZEB "My B TR A ) SERERS - SRR -

Small stirrup jar j&—f/NVIVEERI BRI RS - IEERAG SATHRGRCET - R/INKY 10-15 2257
T o SRR Ry I AR BB B B /KSR G < F © Amphoroid krater J2—FHK
BRI EEERE 22 JERRS » &Y 30-50 2% » [IEASIRATLUGE 20-30 A5 - {HZHA
JEATATRESE 10 A EAE  MHESRVIIEERSE A A4 ~ FE - SURSSHERET -
WP By 5 1 DUBS WS .2 ] = Conical ryhta 2 —FEEIHER - AT~ JEBRIEIRBH
BT - FIETE 25-40 25502 » B FoR e S AEn P e -
JEFREE 23 Grace Barretto-Tesoro (2008 : 138-144) ¥R —HL&E R T 55— ER
GIHT o WA HEET E R R EVEREZE BV B2 - AR ~ Rita T2 A AR
LR o (B2 R RIIEEEAN 2 - tHRIIRERE R TR 25— iukai -

5|FHE8

T ~ 2185
2007 (F-GHEACHT R 2218 S B R A B B~ fRE L AR ¢ — (BT S HRRE

B o (BRZEEREEIIFEETI) 22 1 51-90 -

MERIE
2004 (EEEAR@EG © ATES) o TR (WEYESE) - HEESER
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PR
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=
o
R
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PRI HE
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1997
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