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The Politics of Memory in a Geopolitical Flashpoint: 
Kinmen Quemoy , 1949-2008 

Michael Szonyi

trans. by Ren-yuan Li

ABSTRACT 

In 1949, the small island of Kinmen Quemoy  in the Taiwan Strait 

became the front line in the military standoff between Chiang Kai-shek’s 

Republic of China on Taiwan and Mao Zedong’s People’s Republic, a 

flashpoint of global geopolitical confrontation, and a powerful symbol of 

anti-Communist resolve for the Republic of China ROC  and its allies As a 

result, Kinmen became one of the most highly militarized societies in history, a 

place where daily life was inexorably connected to international geopolitics. 

Though the soldiers are largely gone from Kinmen today, militarization and 

geopoliticization have left enduring legacies.  This paper explores the politics 

of local memory in contemporary society.  It argues that the experience of 

militarization and demilitarization is remembered through four distinct 

discourses: an official discourse of commemoration, and three social 

discourses: of heroic agency, of victimization, and of nostalgia.  Each of these 

discourses is deployed in a variety of contemporary political struggles, within 

Kinmen, between Kinmen and Taiwan, and between Kinmen and the mainland.  

These ways of remembering are thus as much about Kinmen’s present and 

future as about its past.  The paper argues that local actors make use of 

collective memory in entrepreneurial ways, but their ability to do so is 

constrained by the inertia of collective memory.  Furthermore, popular 
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memory is not always subversive of official memory.  Because what 

constitutes official memory is shaped by the current political reality, so too is 

what constitutes subversive memory. 

Keywords: collective memory, politics of memory, Kinmen, Quemoy, Cold War 

history, militarization

49



Journal of Archaeology and Anthropology 71:47-69 2009

50



1950 1980 1949

1954-55 1958

realism deterrence brinkmanship
1 Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front 

Line 2008

 Chi Chang-hui 2000

the politics of memory

1980 90 2001

2001

discourse

entrepreneurial utilitarian

inertia

Bodnar 1992

51



71 47-69 2009

Olick and 

Robbins 1998 Halbwachs 1992

Halbwachs

 Geary 1994 12 memory for something

social memory collective memory
2

collective memory discourses

1980 1990

1992

52



1987

1989

1958  1993 3

1991

1992 1993

……

……

……

 1998 99-100

53



71 47-69 2009

2007

exhibitive politics

,

4

 Kwon 

2006

1993

54



…… …

…… 5

6

7

8

…

9

55



71 47-69 2009

30
10

11

historicized

12 1996

 1998 142

1993

56



1949

13

14

15

1949

16

17

2003

18 1958
19

57



71 47-69 2009

1958

…

…

…

20

21

1950

22

23

58



823

24 1990

1992

 1994 53

2003

120

25

59



71 47-69 2009

1995

26

1958

1990

, 27

1990

60



28

 2001

97

1895 1945

1949

1990

1980

29

61



71 47-69 2009

30

31

Rofel 1994

inertia

62



1980

1990

political rhetoric

entrepreneurial

63



71 47-69 2009

inertia

Grandin 2004

1. Accinelli 1990 Chen 2001 Gong Li 2001 Chang

1990 Zhai 1994 Christensen 1996 Chang 1988

2. Robert Weller 2009

3. 

64



4. 

5. 

6.  2003 37

7. 

8.  2000 162

 2003 28  2003 III 86

9. 

10. 2003 I 384

 2000 146  2000

141

2000 145

11.  2000 212

12. 

13. 2003 : II 61

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18.  2000 180

,

19. 2003 III 82-83

20. 

65



71 47-69 2009

21. 2003

22.  2003 I 385, I:232  2003

23. 2003 III 204, I 229

24. 2000 148

25.  2003 II 96

26. 

27.  2003 179

 2000 162

28. 

Szonyi 2008 201-206

29. 

2007

30.  2000 146

31. 2003 I 396-397

2000 

2003 

66



2007 vs. 

156 85-155

2003 3 7

1993 35 22 3

2003 

2003 3 8

1994 

2003 805 10 19

2001 

1998 

2003 7 15 10 24

2003 

Accinelli, Robert 

1996 Crisis and Commitment: United States Policy toward Taiwan, 1950-1955 Chapel 

Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 

Bodnar, John 

67



71 47-69 2009

1992 Remaking America: Public Memory, Commemoration, and Patriotism in the 

Twentieth-Century. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Chang, Gordon 

1988 To the Nuclear brink: Eisenhower, Dulles, and the Quemoy-Matsu Crisis. 

International Security 12 (4): 96-123.  

1990 Friends and Enemies: The United States, China, and the Soviet Union, 1948-1972. 

Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

Chen, Jian 

2001 Mao’s China and the Cold War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press. 

Chi, Chang-hui 

2000 The Politics of Deification and Nationalist Ideology: A Case Study of Quemoy 

Ph.D. dissertation, Department of Anthropology. Boston University. 

Christensen, Thomas  

1996 Useful Adversaries: Grand Strategy, Domestic Mobilization, and Sino-American 

Conflict, 1947-1958. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Geary, Patrick  

1994 Phantoms of Remembrance. Memory and Oblivion at the end of the first 

millennium. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Gong, Li 

2001 Tension across the Taiwan Strait in the 1950s: Chinese Strategy and Tactics In 

Re-examining the Cold War: US-China Diplomacy, 1954-1973. Robert Ross and 

Jiang Changbin, eds. Pp. 141-172. Cambridge: Harvard University Asia Center. 

Grandin, Greg  

2004 The Last Colonial Massacre. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Halbwachs, Maurice 

1992 On Collective Memory. Lewis Coser, trans and ed. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press.

68



Kwon, Heonik  

2006 After the Massacre: Commemoration and Consolation in Ha My and My Lai. 

Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Olick,Jeffrey K. and Joyce Robbins 

1998 Social Memory Studies: From Collective Memory to the Historical Sociology of 

Mnemonic Practices. Annual Review of Sociology 24: 105-40. 

Rofel, Lisa 

1994 Liberation Nostalgia and a Yearning for Modernity. In Engendering China. 

Christina Gilmartin et al, eds. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

Szonyi, Michael ( )

2008 Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front Line. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press.

Zhai, Qiang 

1994 The Dragon, the Lion and the Eagle: Chinese/British/American Relations, 

1949-1958. Kent: Kent State University Press. 

69



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 5 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialMT-CondensedLight
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


