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The Division and Re-Construction of Traditional 
Territory: 

Re-Examining Human-Land Configuration and 
Spatial Change of Kucapungane 

Taiban Sasala� 

ABSTRACT 

Residential lands, farmlands and hunting grounds are important bases 

and arenas for the production and existence of the Rukai people. They are also 

significant as memory spaces for historical experience and cultural continuity. 

For the Rukai people, these place names and stories distributed over these 

lands and grounds, are not just oral history and common memories, but are 

also the human-land configuration that connects the past and present. 

However, these spaces are not always static or unchanging; in fact they 

become spaces and landscapes in the traditional territory in which various 

conflicting knowledges, powers and consciousnesses compete. This paper 

takes the Kuchapogan as an example to discuss the transformation and 

continuity of space and tries to view the impact and influence on landscape 

concepts and cultural identification when external force such as the state and 

western religion intervene in local space. Moreover, this paper will also look at 

how the local community connected ancestors and historical memories as well 

as re-constructed their spatial identification through mapping. 

Keywords: space, landscape, tribal mapping, traditional territory, Rukai 
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