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Bonsai-scape in an Industrial Crevice Space:
On the Possibilities of Co-dwelling and Correspondence

of Humans and Trees in a Disturbed Environment

Hsin-yi Lu’
ABSTRACT

The juxtaposition of rustic industrial facilities and lush potted trees in Houjin
community creates an intriguing bonsai-scape in the space adjacent to the former
Kaohsiung oil refinery. This paper examines the life world in Houjin’s bonsai
garden from the “dwelling perspective,” conceptualized by Tim Ingold, and
analyzes how people and trees can live and grow together in an environment
severely disturbed by industrial activities. "Correspondence” is the key concept
adopted in this paper to explicate the affinities between humans and trees, as well
as the coexistence of bonsais and the industrial environment in which they reside.
I draw three conclusions from the field study: First, bonsai can be viewed as a co-
creation by the bonsai grower and the tree because its long cultivation process
involves a combination of human actions such as pruning and shaping, as well as
the tree’s tactile responses through bark, branches and leaves. Second, the intensive
watering and pruning required to meet the trees’ biological needs, as well as the
trees’ fixation with the ground, have structured the regular work pattern in the
garden and created a dwelling place that corresponds to the daily needs of the tree.
The visible state of the garden plants has replaced words as concrete clues that
correspond to the life conditions of the bonsai growers. Third, I investigate the
reason why bonsai agriculture was able to emerge in this area and how the
appearance of the bonsai garden corresponds to the formation of the industrial city.
The people, the trees and the community have co-constructed a vibrant world with

their lives resonating in this crevice amidst industrial facilities.

Keywords: bonsai, correspondence, human-plant relationship, urban
ethnography
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BAMwT LA rTBR g A7 TS st fth o T 588 AR R 2ok 7 A0 B A DA P e R RN
HERENBrI AR ? & ASEER R BRGm IRAS v - BAR S R R B R BRI SRR E TR AR
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JE | ERRGRARAVE R AR - BARSEEREAE JE R A B A S R M B R AE R -

R AR E Tim Ingold Bt I8 B < BRES R BZE R, - (HEIER &
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FF (Tuan1999) F ks ki @ ¥Hay T EEfr ) » B T NSRRI SE H ry T ftE Yy
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—AuFEm - R~ il B FERRE—— | (Miller 2019; Tilley 2006) - [KIFIEYIE 2
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fE# T s e AV S s [ E AR Ba B (58N (affect) - AnferpkEkET s & at i A3 E
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e TR T R A S i L R R R T/ N ERYEE o (ibid.: 147) -
A (Jung 2020 ) ook [ P61 1) B B P AHE AN S ATHRTER B JA 7 el 57 S PR AN Y 4
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e AR B PR AT R A 75 5 = Tim Ingold e B {FE5c# (practical engagement ) B
JELAE 2 SRR A BB R GRI T RASCAE SR 55— (8 A AEZE - Ingold 7%
ML RBO E%Eﬁifﬁ%fﬂ » BRERPE TP EEMER R LY It - R R —— AR
MOULENPEEALR AR KEiR

HiE EﬁiJEJaa%FEET’E Ih%ﬁéﬁcﬁ B R A B fE E e TSR BERITR 255 (Ingold 2000:
40-42) - EZX Ingold ZIESFIREREL AU ERAT K] - (B AhaRER - " EH{FE¥  (practical
engagement) FYEREGERNC A I BRER AN " 3XE, (ibid.:43) - [iiE AZEIL[E
A B EE GBS A EHERTRE - [RIEIASHY 5 B - 38Ry Ingold (Y
B JeE A LSRR R BT RERR AR S s Ry 2 BT SRR IRy 04T DARITSIE Yy Weller
(2006) Foftk - AR E REE ST T RAS— ) SRR - MEERER
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BN EREMEBIUE EHIIEE - MR RIS Ingold H ZAY B AR IR EE—— R RE LB 2
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Yy CEFEA) M NRER AN » SURRRH s BLABERA] H K Ay R E B A
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HYASHE B IR o AT Er S SRS R S et - T ELS AR AR AR R i it
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respond”—— " SL[ERYEE  (ibid.:14) - Wk TEB, ~ T —AK—AE, 0 B kB
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BRE AR AR RIEIER G - BT B R R S R AR T 22—
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03 o Btk o ASCHRIIR RS TS TR PR - A HA5R - RIGE Ry B
REEAEARNE  HEEIRKS PP R AR - BE T A i -

A RIEEERCER R SEfEE A FE TR BRI - A0RTATE - Ay
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R R AR SRR - B PR R AR AR A I ER - BT 2016
2017 4R > FBHMA R AR A Sh R E Bl - FE SR Y S B R - Bk
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BIRRGEDO 2 R B G TR E) » SE e R & BT 2018 fERY R EE 12 - 2020
£ 8 Hl FEERIL - IRID B G R AR R I O SR A By Re - ORI
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