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The Development of Taiwan Temple: God’s
Efficacy, Entrepreneurial Management and

State Cultural Policies
Wer-Ping Lin

ABSTRACT

This article discusses the development process of a local temple. I
focus on investigating how the power of the temple gods has built up and
changed in the interaction of the San-liau-wan village and the wider
society. First, I analyze how the efficacy and establishment of power of
temple gods are the result of cultural mechanisms of the place and the
people. However, after the industrialization and urbanization of Taiwan
in the 1970s, temple affairs have been gradually dominated by emigrants.
Lead by the successful city entrepreneurs and the well-connected literati,
the temple thus became commercially developed, took advantage of
government resources and bought into state cultural policies. In other
words, in building a more formal relationship with emigrant worshippers,
the temple simultaneously accepted capitalist culture and state cultural
policies. The original foundation of cultural mechanisms of the god,
established upon the place and the people, has started to crumble. This
article discusses the rise of the god’s power and its resulting changes as a
result of entrepreneurial management and state cultural policies.

Key words: temple, Taiwanese folk religion, the Han people in Taiwan.



