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The Concept of the Person, Spatial Practices
and Healing cults:
An Ethnography of a Village in

Southwestern Taiwan
Wei-Ping Lin

ABSTRACT

This article aims to analyze two Chinese healing cults, * siu gia ’
(taking the fright back) and * hian sin ming " (consulting a god), from
the perspective of the Chinese concept of person --body/soul, ho mia
(good life) and mia/un. It is further emphasized that the two healing
cults can be fully understood only by taking account of people’ s spatial
practices. When people move or use land, they interact with different
kinds of spirits. Activities such as dwelling in houses or burying the
dead in tombs also influence people’s health. Therefore, illnesses and
healing cults are not only connected with the concept of the person, but
also with people’s relations to space and the land.

Key words: the concept of the person, healing cults, spatial prac-

tices



