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Abstract: Cultural industry demonstrates different forms of combining
economy and culture. On the one hand, due to the speedy mobility of
capital, information, and population, the local community is confronted
with a very competitive challenge coming from international forces. On
the other hand, the emphasis on “cultural capital,” such as local knowl-
edge and historical heritage, provides the local people a chance to sub-
jectively interpret their cultures. As “economy” is presented in the “cul-
tural form” during cultural industry development, culture is reconstruct-
ed, standardized, and objectified as ritual, festival, sport, garment, food,
etc. In this process, culture is deconstructed, reconstructed, and repre-
sented in a new form. The local people redefine their cultures for fulfill-
ing outer needs and making an inner transformation. This aspect is fur-
ther associated with colonial government and national construction.
Hence, cultural recognition is a dynamic process and a field of power
display which includes the possibility of negotiation, competition, and
re-creation.

Regarding the research of “culture industry” in Taiwan, many stud-
ies have discussed this issue from the aspects of policy promotion, eco-
nomic development, community empowerment, and tourism. This article
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tries to discuss culture industry from an anthropological viewpoint, and
explores how social or cultural features are operated, transferred, and
re-created in the developmental process of cultural industry. This paper,
firstly, describes how cultural industry is shaped by different power
sources. Capitalism, power from Western churches, and different nation-
al departments affect the development of cultural industry. Interaction
between the local and the global also plays an important role. Moreover,
I will take several weaving workshops as examples to show the hosts’ in-
teraction experience with the outside world before establishing their
workshops. Social networks based on the individual demonstrate how
the Sediq social characteristics operate in a contemporary context.

In addition, this article analyzes various interpretations regarding
weaving patterns as part of the process of cultural reinvention. As entan-
gled objects, weaving cloth embodies multiple images that combine with
different meanings in different contexts. Furthermore, this paper dis-
cusses relationships between people and cloth, and highlights the locals’
agency. The weavers’ psychological journey gives us insight into the pro-
cess of inter-construction between the subjectivity of human agents and
the objectification of objects. In other words, a weaver constructs her
identity through the sublation of an object’s characteristics. The relation-
ships between humans and objects are, therefore, dialectical. Moreover,
learning and teaching weaving provides chances of constructing social
networks and sociality. As community members construct social rela-
tions through sharing characteristics, a person’s identity is an epitome of
social relations and the process of reconstruction. More importantly,
weaving is a field in which women can practice waya (literally, norms)
and communicate with utux (literally, spirits). It could be viewed as a fe-
male ritual. Thus women participate in the regeneration of cosmic order
through weaving.
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