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The Ancestral Festival of the Ami People in
‘Tolan : a Discussion on the Socio-cultural
Change and Transformation

Su-Mei Lo

Abstract

The notion of ancestor has an important place in traditional Ami belief
system. While the society had contact with the outside world and the villagers
have converted to various religions for a long time, today the original notion
of ancestor and the related social values still prevail. They are, in some way,
assoclated with different ritual forms. Such phenomena presents a new aspect
in the contemporary Ami culture.

This paper tends to explore the phenomenon of the association and
transformation of different social values. Through detailed ethnographic
description of the Chinese Ancestor Worship Festival, Ching-Ming Festival,
adopted by the Ami people of ‘Tolan village, the author tries to analyse the
continuity and the change of Ami notion of kinship behind the adoption of a

festival from the Han culture.

Keywords
Ami Ching-Ming Festival Ancestral worship Brother-sister relationship

Social change
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