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The political ideal of liberalism is to construct a stable society on the assumption
that there are different and contradicting views about a good life. Presumably a liberal
society tolerates and even celebrates differences and diversity. But is there a limit on
liberal toleration? It seems obvious that in order to accomplish a stable and tolerating
society, liberal state has to ensure all of its members acquire some virtues (especially
toleration) necessary for the health and proper operation of the society. Therefore, it
seems civic education for all members is inevitable. However, within a liberal society
there are illiberal (religious) minorities who neither celebrate toleration, nor do they
favor diversity. As a matter of fact, any form of civic education sponsored by the
liberal state will undermine their ways of life and threaten their survival. Can they,
therefore, refuse the kind of civic education imposed on them by the state? Various
answers to this question are examined and evaluated in this article, and Jeff Spinner’s
idea of “partial citizen” is introduced as an adequate solution to this practical issue.
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