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Taking Care of One’s Soul
Hsu, Hsei-yung

Abstract

Plato in his early dialogues, such as the Apology, Alcibiades I, and Gorgias,
exhorts the Athenians, especially those who are political leaders or military
generals, to pay attention in caring for their own souls and souls of the citizens.
However, how to care for the soul is not described in detail in these dialogues.
This paper explores two related topics: First, by virtue of looking into the
dialogues, I hope that the idea of the tripartite soul explicitly featured in the
Republic can be shown to be hidden in these early dialogues; Second, if the idea
of the tripartite soul implicitly exists in the early dialogues, then the passages on
the system of education in the Republic can provide the problem of how to take
care of one’s soul in lieu of a detailed account.

Keywords: Plato, the tripartite soul, liberal arts education, gymnastics,
intellectual education, professional education
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